Ethics & HSR 
Ethics
· Ethics are “…more than just thinking about right and wrong; it is doing right, not wrong” (O’Leary, The Ethics of Dissent, p.16).
· Are ethics contextual? Perhaps, just like any decision in tribal governance, ethics must be assessed within time, space, and culture.
Ethical questions are not always easy to answer. The social science research community has also had to come up with their own general agreements about ethics. Specifically, what is proper and not proper in the conduct of scientific inquiry?

Human Subjects Review: The Human Subjects Review (HSR) process is overseen by the Institutional Review Board (IRB). All institutions that receive federal funding and conduct any research involving human subjects, must have an IRB. The fundamental responsibility of the IRB review is to assure that the rights and welfare of the human subject are protected.

WHY DO WE HAVE HUMAN SUBJECTS REVIEW? 
(1932-1973) Tuskegee experiments: U.S. Public Health researchers intentionally with held penicillin from black males who were unaware of their positive diagnosis of syphilis. By the end of the study 28 men had died, wives were infected, men were disabled from the disease and children had congenital disorders as well. In 1973 the study was stopped due to a federal investigation and the federal regulation of research was a direct result.
(1946) Nuremburg trials: 16 of the 23 physician defendants were convicted of crimes against humanity. The “Permissible Medical Experiments” standards used to convict the Nazi doctors became known as the Nuremburg Code and remain the basis for codes of ethics internationally.
(1962) Kefauver-Harris Bill was passed to ensure greater drug safety as a result of the 12,000 thalidomide babies. This drug was given to pregnant women to control nausea, however, the women were not informed this was an experimental drug nor about the risks involved.
(1963) Stanley Milgram: obedience study and electric shock.
(1970) Tearoom experiments. Graduate student Laud Humphreys wanted to observe homosexual acts between strangers meeting in “tearooms”—public restrooms. He was the “watchqueen.” He would then take down their license plate numbers and track them down through the police. He would visit them at their homes (disguised) and then conduct a survey to collect the personal information he needed that he couldn't get at the restrooms. Many people disagree if this was unethical or not.

It was the combination of all these events that led to the 1974 National Research Act (Public Law 93-348). The legislation also created the National Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects of Biomedical and Behavioral Research that, in 1979, issued the Belmont Report: Ethical Principles and Guidelines for the Protection of Human Subjects Research. The Institutional Review Board process, formalized by the Commission, remains the present-day peer review method to ensure compliance with the basic principles of the Belmont Report.
There are five main rules of ethics in social science research agreed upon through Federal law and enforced by Institutional Review Boards (Human Subjects Review). The rules are:

Ethical Obligations to Subjects

1) Voluntary Participation : subjects must voluntarily participate in research. The subjects must provide informed consent. The subjects must base their voluntary participation in research projects on a full understanding of the possible risks involved.

2) No Harm to Subjects : researchers must not inflict physical, psychological or emotional harm.

3) Garauntee Anonymity or Confidentiality :
• Anonymity : when nobody, including the researcher, can identify a particular response with a particular respondent.
• Confidentiality : when the researcher can identify the respondents, but others cannot.

• i. Either one can be waived by the subject, but it must be formally waived.

4) Deception : the researcher cannot deceive the subjects about who the researcher is or why they are there. If you are there to conduct research, you must make it known.
• This can be justified through HSR. If you must conceal your identity for the sake of the research (studying prison life for example) then the HSR may waive this rule.

Ethical Obligations to Scientific Community
5) Analysis and Reporting : make technical limitations of your research known. Report negative findings. 
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