ATPS 09
Components of Research Project

Research Proposals and Reports typically incorporate the components listed below. There are conceivably many ways to arrange the various topics. The following generic outline is one you might use to think about our work for the next two quarters. 

Conceptualization (Fall 2009)- DESIGN

Introduction
The topic & its setting (background), the problem statement or 
importance/significance/purpose of the study (so what?) 
Explain your argument for the research & allow room to address emergent 	considerations 

Guiding Research Question
	One question clearly/concisely stated with the possibility of sub-questions to 	follow. 
	Consider contacting the organization or member of the target population to ask 	what research question they may be interested in.	
	Definition of key terms used in the research question.

Literature Review
	In depth explanation of key sources to provide background and framing of you 	research. Identify gaps in the literature and how your research may help to fill 	those gaps. Note comparisons and contrasts between sources. State how each 	source helps you respond to your guiding research question.

Methodology 
	Deliberate design to yield context and topic appropriate data for analysis 	(Quantitative, Qualitative, Mixed Mode) What data are needed to respond to your 	research question and are appropriate for the population to be studied?
Logic Model

Method 
Who- target population(s)-selection & description of the 	participants/subjects/respondents, sampling,
	how will you gain access?--get stakeholder support
How- which instrument will you use and how? Survey (on-line, mail, in person), 	Interview (phone, in person), Focus Group (how many, where) Data 	collection strategies: how are you going to get it (literally step by step)
         		assess internal/external validity and reliability of measures and 				instruments
Craft the instrument, Pre-test
Unit of analysis, levels of measurement, Translate concepts into measurable variables
Conceptualization & Design (Fall 2009)- PROPOSAL continued from page one 

Human Subjects Review application 
	Cover letters, release forms, instruments, responses to 6 application 	questions to be reviewed by readers on TESC’s Institutional Review Board. You 	may NOT start collecting data until you receive approval.

Research Plan
	Limitations & Assumptions
	Paradigms, theoretical framework
Externalities (what is out of your control that may impact the research?)
Feasibility – how will you overcome potential obstacles?
Target Audience(s)- consumers of research- who will receive the final product?
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Operationalization & Report (Winter 2010)- DATA COLLECTION & ANALYSIS

Data Collection
	-address challenges that emerge. Many things can go wrong in the data collection 	process and we need to find ways to make the project adapt/work.

Data Analysis
	-what specific steps will you take to process the data (research management plan), 	data entry, coding, data dictionary

Class power point presentation accompanied by the report. 
	Possibly presented in the form most appropriate for target audience of research. 	(brochure, web page, pamphlet, poster, video, etc.)

Findings (or enlightened continuations)
Display data in accessible and explained format. Relationship to literature, theory and practice (what are the implications of your findings to public administration, policy, and the subjects studied?)

Areas for Future Research
	-what new questions might your research prompt and/or what was outside your 	scope that you would encourage other researchers to assess? 
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