Viewing Guide
Kitchen Stories (Salmer Fra Kjøkkenet)
It is the 1950’s and a Swedish efficiency expert, under strict orders not to interact with his subject, is sent to improve a Norwegian farmer’s culinary efforts. An unusual tale about comradeship that starts as a research project where an observer, Folke (Tomas Norstrom), watches his subject, Isak (Joachim Calmeye), as he goes about his daily routine. However, the sly old farmer much prefers to amuse himself by impeding the timid researcher’s work! Soon, the struggle between neutral observation and the need for human interaction, the kitchen becomes the battleground! 
Director: Bent Hamer Length: 95 minutes Subtitles: English, Closed Captioned
Language: Norwegian Original Release Date: 2004
Watching feature-length (non-documentary) films in class is a treat. However, one should approach the watching activity in a different way from when one watches a film for entertainment or a documentary for information/education. Your job is to analyze this film, in the context of the readings for this evening and the themes of this quarter’s work.  Pay attention; take notes; be prepared to report out in seminar.

Things to notice/think about while viewing the film:

· The roles of observer and observed:

· How does each affect the other?  What does this mean for objectivity?

· When does the observer become the observed – what does this mean for research?

· What happens when Folke messes with the “field”?  Does this change the behavior of the observed?

· NOTE: Physical changes, changes in appearance, changes in cinematography, tone, etc.  

· What is real?  What is reality (where is Isak cooking?)?  How do we know?
· What is going on when Folke observes Isak observing the phone – does Folke know why  Isak does this?  Or, can he only observe? Note: potentially false interpretation of subject’s actions.
· What can Folke do with his observations for which there are no pre-determined (deductive) categories?  What happens to these in research? (become “other” or “unexplained variance”)

· What are the consequences of calling the research methods into question?

· How does the anthropological concept of “going native” apply to this film?

· What does it say, either intentionally or unintentionally, about positivistic research?
· What is the role of culture? Which roles/behaviors/etc. appear to be uniquely Swedish, and which are universal?  To which "culture" is the Interviewer more committed, that of his fellow researchers or to Swedish norms of hospitality? 

