Workshop

Wednesday, October 8, Week 2

Again about workshops:

The Evergreen workshop was pioneered by Don Finkel, who envisioned
workshops as a time when students would collaboratively work
through challenges, questions, or tasks provided by the instructor.
| often think of it as akin to a science “lab” element of a course, but
it's a lab for your brain.

Please light your bunsen burner.

We have a few tasks for you to complete by yourself before you find
a group of people to work with.

When in Workshop, you should take notes about what your doing
and talking about even when the workshop isn't asking you explicitly
to do so. Also, when in groups, you should almost always be
keeping your own records even when ideas / answers are arrived at
collaboratively.

Independent Tasks.

1. (10 minutes)

Give informative titles to each chapter of A Room of One’s Own.
Take as model of length this chapter title: “OF THE GOOD FORTUNE
WHICH THE VALIANT DON QUIXOTE HAD IN THE TERRIBLE AND
UNDREAMT-OF ADVENTURE OF THE WINDMILLS, WITH OTHER
OCCURRENCES WORTHY TO BE FITLY RECORDED,” but avoid
vagueries. (10 minutes)

2. (15 minutes)

Feminism:

Here is a chance to think about your commonplace book a bit.
Search through A Room of One’s Own and find 2 passages that
reflect Egalitarian Feminism and 2 passages that reflect Domestic-
Cultural Feminism. Mark them.

Modernism:
What is Modernism?...well, I'm not sure | answered this question
in lecture. Let me suggest here that Modernism is a response to
nineteenth century norms and ideals that includes
ethe instigation of an avant-garde in the arts and
*notions that both reflect and reject the assumptions of
liberal humanism.
It is one of the ambiguities of Modernism that it simultaneously lauds
the triumphs of the (humanist) individual and suggests the need for
radical change in the arts and other cultural norms: change is the
sticky point here, for progressive change is impossible without a
faith in our capacity as humans to make choices and create a good
world, but everything with which the Modernists had to build with
were the assumptions and values of a century they were trying to
move beyond.

In Woolf, I'd suggest that there are arguments that hold firmly to
old and waning ideals—like “Truth"— that Modernists had some
need of, and strong arguments that suggest the need for radical
tranformations in society, even transformations that suggest the
impossibility of, for instance, absolute truths.

It is exactly these sorts of tensions and negotiations that define
Modernism, pitting its belief in progress against its powerful
skepticism about what that progress must be built upon.

SO: Find a passage in either WWoolf book that expresses a commitment
to a liberal humanist assumption; and find a passage in either VWoolf
book that suggests a profound skepticism about the traditions and
assumptions that undergird society.

Form a Group with three other people
Appoint a time-keeper

1. (10 minutes)
Discuss your titles to the A Room of One’s Own chapters.
Discuss Feminism and Modernism in Woolf.

2. (15 minutes)

Together, divide Mrs. Dalloway into 8-12 sections and title each.
These should be meaningful sections (and titles) such that the
“shape” or architecture of the novel becomes clearer because of
the divisions.

3. (10 minutes)

Create a visual representation of how the sections build the
novel. | would suggest that a line would not be terribly informative.
Consider Woolf’s comment in A Room of One’s Own:

“..If one shuts one’s eyes and thnks of the novel as a whole, it would
seem to be a creation owing a certain looking-glass likeness to life,
though of course with simplifications and distortion innumerable. At
any rate, it is a structure leaving a shape on the mind’s eye, built
now in squares, now pagoda shaped, now throwing out wings and
arcades, now solidly compact and domed like the Cathedral of Saint
Sofia at Constantinople” (70).

Keep this relatively simple. It is not time for an art piece.

take a 5 minute break

Change of Focus:

Thesis Statements (20 minutes)
Please manage your time to finish this handout by 11:30

Athesis statement is often defined as the direct answer to a question,
or the sentence that expresses the main idea of an essay.

If a thesis is to be the answer to a question (usually a question that
doesn't appear in the essay), it must be a good question.

For your essays, the question may or may not be explicitly drawn from
the topics we gave you (though it should be closely related).

Before we look closely at your papers, lets take the concept of thesis
at a general level.



A general definition by synonym for thesis is “claim with support.”
A thesis contains a claim.

A claim is an arguable statement.

For instance:

“Evergreen should be entirely smoke-free.”

...thisis a claim, and it is not a claim of fact, but seems to require some
justification, a rationale. This type of claim we can call a “proposition”
because it suggests something that “should” be or be done.

“Mrs. Dalloway is a masterpiece.”

....Is also a claim. Someone could easily disagree, and, moreover, the
definition of “masterpiece” is not entirely clear or fact-based. This
type of claim is referred to as “definitional.”

There are several other claim “types,” but let's not worry about them
yet.

A full thesis is a claim + support.

Each support, though, is also a claim.

Every claim is actually just the tip of an iceberg of claims that extend
down below the waters toward your deepest held assumptions and
beliefs and down to the very fabric of the language and the universe.
For, after all, if we are merely the dream of a butterfly, can we really
claim that a book is a masterpiece?

So a full thesis would look like this:

Mrs. Dalloway is a masterpiece BECAUSE
it has sold over a million copies
it is taught in colleges
it is very very good.

That was not a very clever thesis, but it was a correctly formulated
one. This does not mean that it is a pretty sentence that | would
actually include in an essay. Instead, the correct formulation of a
thesis just has to be logically coherent.

This thesis is logically coherent because

ethe claim is clearly proposing a relationship between two terms
eeach supporting claim begins with a pronoun referring to the
principle term of the main claim, “it” [Mrs. Dalloway].

What does the arguing of this claim need to accomplish? It needs to
prove several things.

First: Two out of the three supporting claims would appear
to be statements of fact. | would expect to read factual evidence for
those supporting claims.

Second: in a claim like this one, the second term, in this
case “Masterpiece,” is not necessarily a given. So, granted the
factual evidence for the first two supports, | would expect to be told
why selling a certain number of copies and being taught in colleges
makes a book a masterpiece. This could be tricky. Buried in this
aspect of the argument (called the warrant or assumption) are, in

fact, (surprise!) two more Claims !!

The new, little-tiny-baby claims here iare that books that sell lots
and are masterpieces & books that are taught in colleges are
masterpieces. Sometimes, these little-tiny-baby claims buried in the
assumptions are the critical area of argument.

Third: the third support for the main claim is yet another
arguable claim—that “MD is very very good.” And again, if this
goodness were somehow proved, one might also need to demonstrate
that it therefore qualifies as a masterpiece.

So, a developed thesis is a pyramid of claims:

a main or central claim,

supporting claims

and warrant or assumption claims (one for each support)
The warrant/assumption claims may in themselves be complex
arguments (with supporting claims, further assumptions...).

Activity
Let's talk about gun control !
First, flip a coin.
Heads = You are in favor of laws banning all sales of handguns
Tails = You are against banning handguns
Write out a “propositional” thesis with a central claim and 3-4
supporting claims that expresses your assigned position on guns.
In a propositional claim, the claim with supports are structured like
this: Smoking should be completely banned on Evergreen’s campus
BECAUSE
a smoking ban would create a healthier environment.
.etc
So, you must be, for instance, in favor of gun control because of what
gun control will RESULT IN... not because kittens are cute or life is
precious or guns are dangerous.

NEXT
Definitional
write supporting claims for the following two main claims:

Virginia Woolf is a Feminist BECAUSE
Virginia Woolf is a Modernist BECAUSE

Notice that in each of these definitional claims, looking at your
assumptions means checking to be sure that you are saying things
about Woolf that do in fact relate her to supportable claims about
what makes someone a feminist or modernist.

NOW
Trade essays with one other person in your group.
Read each other's work, seeking out the central claim,
supporting claims, and assumptions. They don't need to be
properly formulated. Mark them and discuss.
Discuss other aspects of your essays as time permits.



