
Workshop
Friday, Week 3
You have brought a fresh draft of  your essay # 1.

Get into a group of  3 people who have written on the 
same topic and exchange papers.

Now you have someone else’s paper. 

You’re going to read through their paper twice.
The first time, you are going to look for 

IDEAS & ORGANIZATION

The second time you are going to look for

GRAMMAR & STYLE issues.

IDEAS & ORGANiZATioN

Remember what a thesis is?
Last week, the workshop had you think of  a thesis as a 
claim with supporting claims.
It is around the relationship between these claims and 
sub-claims that an essay is usually organized—these are the 
bone-structure of  your work, the “abstract.”

Before you read your peer’s essay, reproduce the diagram 
below on a sheet of  paper, large enough so that you can 
write a short sentence in each box.
Label the boxes as they are 
below, but 
don’t put 
your labels 
in the 
boxes.

Main 
Claim

Support 
Claim B

Support 
Claim C
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Claim D
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Evidence for A
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Assumption of  C

Evidence for D

Assumption of  D

NEXT.
Join forces with another group, so that you have 6 
people together.

Choose 3 letters from the following:
A — B — C — D — E — F — G

 Send one person from your group to retrieve the 3 readings from 
the front table that correspond to the letters you’ve chosen. If  
there are none left of  one of  your letters, choose the next letter 
following, and so on (if  no Es, choose F).
 
Look over the readings brieÿy and òpair off,ó two 
people per reading.

In your pair, read what you’ve got.

• What is the passage about?
• How does the pace of  the writing affect your reading 
of  it?
• What kind of  person would “speak” this text?
• Imagine the speaker on a stage. What else could be on 
the stage? Images, props, other people? Sounds?
• Could multiple voices be speaking this text?
• Describe the speaker of  this text as moving through a 
series of  moods, like a piece of  music; þnd some crucial 
points in the text where the mood of  the speaker changes, 
gradually and/or suddenly.

Take turns: each of  you read the passage to the other, 
using your vocal performance of  the text to make its 
sense or feel come through clearly. 

RETURN TO YOUR GROUP OF 6

Choose one of  the 3 pieces to work with as a large 
group; the challenge is to conceive of  a way to perform 
the piece such that one or two group members are 
reading while the other 4 or 5 do something else that 
adds meaningfully to the reading. 

Keep it simple.       Don’t “act it out.”

Practice your idea together. Decide if  you want to try it in 
front of  the whole class.
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