For your first essay, please
write a thesis-based argument
after choosing one of the topics
below. Your paper should be
5 pages long. Please see the
program syllabus for other

surface specifications.

first draft, due: Wednesday, week 2—Oct. 8'"
( revision due: Tuesday, week 4—Oct. 21+
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. “[Clarissa] felt herself everywhere; not ‘here, here, here’; and she tapped the

back of the seat: but everywhere. She waved her hand, going up shaftesbury
Avenue. She was all that. So to know her, or any one, one must seek out the
people who completed them; even the places. Odd a nities she had with people
she had never spoken to...”
This passage gives us a way of thinking about one aspect of the shape of
the whole novel: that the story, ostensibly about Mrs. Dalloway, includes
lengthy digressions into other heads and lives, etc. Look carefully at one
character that Woolf allows us to know and write about how this charac-
tet’s story contributes to the picture of Mrs. Dalloway.

2. Woolf uses a technique of narration that stays very much in the present
moment and very close to the consciousness of her characters; she also
switches abruptly to different characters without warning. Discuss the ef-
fects of these techniques on the reader and how these techniques (and
effects) are relevant to the themes of the novel.

. e passage in the boo at describes a solitary traveler in a dreamlike
3. Th ge in the book that describ litary travel dreamlik
forest is quite enigmatic. In your essay, provide a careful analysis of this
passage (and its framing), and draw connections between your analysis

Qd/'\and other aspects of the novel. What is Woolf doing here? @
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