
Essay 2

Deep Rivers

To p i c s .  	 C h o o s e  O n e .

1. Trace the image of  the zumbayllu through the novel. Craft a thesis 
that allows you to deþne the role the zumbayllu has in carrying the 
themes and ideas of  the novel. In your paper, take the reader through 
your careful analysis of  at least two scenes of  the zumbayllu.

2. The novel is narrated by a single individual, Ernesto, but at different 
points he writes as if  from different ages or roles that he takes on: at 
times he is a child recording his experiences, at times an anthropologist, 
and at times his adult self  capable of  generalizing about and reÿecting 
on the past. Find a passage where at least two of  the narrative voices  
are active and provide an anlayis of  how the shift between perspectives 
occurs and how it affects the narration.

3. Choose one or two passages that reÿect the different metaphysical 
metaphors at work in the novel that are expressed in Spanish (in 
translation) and Quechua; in your essay, discuss how the combination, 
fusion, or contrast between these metaphors creates Arguedas’s 
understanding of  Peru.
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