
Subdue before they touch. 

The authors from whom I have 

of 

The Elizabethan World Picture 

Is not done rashly; your first thought is more
 
Than others' laboured meditance; your premeditating FIVE
 
More than their actions: but, Oh Jove, your actions,
 
Soon as they moves, as asprays do the fish,
 

•
~ The Links In so far quoted in this 

chapter can on the whole be called optimists. In spite of 
original sin and the corruption it imparted to the natural the Chain 
world, God's great plan still stood out conspicuous in his 
works. But there were those who thought the whole crea­
tion corrupt and in its decrepitude. Donne (in some moods) 
was one. Another is Christopher Goodman, who published 
iil1616 a book called the Fall of Man. He was answered 
by George Hakewill in the Power and Providence of God (i) Angels and Ether 
in the Government of the World, which maintains that na­

It will be convenient to describe the Elizabethan scheme of ture is still bright as on creation's day. This controversy is 
creation from top to bottom. But first we must shed any wider known than it might be because Milton (taking 
notion that even in the Middle Ages the chain or ladder of Hakewill's side) contributed remotely to it in a Latin poem 
creation was single and consistent. Some portions of it written at college called Naturam non pati senium. What 
plainly could not be fitted into a single unit: for instance vitality the idea of the chain of being had and the lesson it 
the four elements. These, as inanimate, should ideally be taught is shown by Goodman's being unable to ignore it. In 
lower than the lowest animate creation. It might have been spite of nature's corruption he has to admit the educative 
expected that fire, the highest of the elements, should linkforce of the speculum creaturarum. The chain of being is 
with the vital spark of a worm or an oyster. But the opera­still a means of spiritual ascent: but only in an ideal inter­
tions of the ~lements did not cease with the lowest living pretation. God has a ceremonial as well as a natural law, 
thing: nor were the higher living things compounded of and it is possible to ascend spiritually by looking on nature 
the lower, but all were compounded of the four elements ceremonially: 
direct. So the elements could not be links in a simple chain: 

This I speak, supposing there w·ere some joy in the creature, they had to be a supplementary chain multifariously c;on­
which, if there were any, thy mind might be transported and nected with the main one. Now just as the elements, them­
carried by the ladder or bridge of the creatures to the love of selves inanimate, touched the chain at higher or at least thy creator. Fo!," as it pleased God to ordain a ceremonial law 

middle as well as at low places, so the perfected parts of differing from the natural law, according to the wisdom of his 
inanimate nature were arranged in a hierarchy that own institution, so assuredly the mind of man, which delights re­

in nothing so much as in mysteries, may make whole nature a moved its heights far above the lower specimens of the 
ceremony and all the creatures types and resemblances animate class. In other words the upper reaches of the 
spiritual things. physical universe were connected not with plants or beasts 

(though they might act on them) but with the very angels, 
with whom they will have to be considered. 


