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Presentation—on ideologies, perspectives,  9/29/06
Presentation— I will put notes on List-serv  but I recommend taking notes and not just what I write on the board. I like being asked questions, and welcome comments by Tony, Zoltán and students. 
World views, ideologies

how people think about issues and policies such as taxes, abortion, the war, the elections, health care, income distribution, homelessness, their  understanding of  History—(Columbus) is very much shaped by their ideology, world view. Our ideology is a framework, a guide for thinking about how society works, how it should work, on human nature, and how to make social change and who will do it. 
e.g., on health care—depending on ideology even with a limited knowledge of all of the issues, we are likely to have a point of view, e.g.,  is it seen as a right for all people to have affordable health care, whether it should be organized for profit, or not, etc.? If we know someone’s ideology likely to know their viewpoint on various issues such as poverty, global warming, the war in Iraq.
One’s world view may or may not be self-conscious, may not be totally consistent
What I am want to do today is examine three major perspectives, their analysis of the economic and political system, and examine their implications about democracy, the relation between democracy and capitalism, and also their point of view  about social movements and social change. I will leave time for questions and comments.
Three frameworks--
1. Conservative—unregulated economic system, strong belief in market
2. Liberal-- reforms of economic system, govt as agent of reform
3. Left or radical—sometimes seen  as similar to liberal but I think they are very different—the left or left radical or radical viewpoint is almost invisible in the media, most economics textbooks,  but I hope you consider it seriously. – it means fundamental change of economic system and political system. 

Important variations within each of these three perspectives but still useful to start with these. 
broad categories.
Think about where you put yourself, now, end of program, in a few years. 

Besides examining each of these  point of views with regards to the economic system and the government,  I will comment on  their implications of  what can be done to improve human well being, particularly role of social movements;  a little on view on human nature. 
Definition of one form of economic system

                 Capitalism—some discussion Wed.
1. Production for Profit

                2.    Means of Production in the hands of a minority

                 3.   Wage labor

                 4. Generalized commodity production
A key aspect of capitalism is ability to make money from ownership of property and wealth.   A role of state or government to create conditions for corporations to make profits, e.g., monetary system.  U.S. is not pure capitalism, but capitalism although it is constantly changing has been the dominant system since the 1840’s. Capitalism dominates the world although has a short history.  System of production for profit, expanding on expectation of future profit, Instability, inequality is built in, profits and high salaries for a few, low salaries for others. 

I. Let me start with the relation between the state or government and the economy in each viewpoint. Simplification and big variations within each perspective. 

A. Conservative (sometimes called neoliberal, rightwing), Bush, Milton Friedman, Republican Party, Phyllis Schaffly, Fox Network, O’Reilly.
Believes very much in the functioning of a capitalist economy. Key concepts going back to Adam Smith of the invisible hand, and laissez faire. A capitalist economy will maximize economic growth, individual freedom. Pursuit by business of profit with limited government involvement will maximize growth and trickle down. Government role should be limited to defense, enforcement of private property and providing goods and services that private sector will not do.  Redistribution of income and wealth is theft or will hamper growth and incentives. Minimal restrictions on profit making. Competition will solve problems such as monopolies, unemployment, poor products, high cost of health care.  Even health and safety, environment will be resolved through market. Dynamics;  Internationally minimal regulations on capital, called free trade. State (not state govt) or govt. functions and services should be done privately, privatization of prisons; school vouchers; contracting out of services—deregulation such as utility rates. Fear of government involvement—inefficient, unresponsive to individual need, corrupt.
    e.g. WA—Yes on Propositions 933, 920
Production for profit—yes

Government—no (except for police powers, military, encourage and enforce property rights)

Critique of  government power as too great, too much intervention in  the economy.
Human Nature—individualist, greedy, 
Change—entrepeneurship, innovation, reward them. 

Incomes and status reflect ability, worthiness, hard work not privilege
view on U.S. role in the world, U.S. history as very positive
Variants—libertarian—rights to abortion, decriminizalization of drugs

                        Neoconservative—Powerful state, control of people’s lives—expand U.S

                        power globally, remake world 

B. Liberal—(think Ted Kennedy, Robert Heilbroner, Paul Krugman, Franklin Roosevelt, John Stewart, Molly Ivins, National Organization of Women NPR, most Evergreen students and faculty.) (not same as neoliberal) Think New Deal.
Belief like conservatives in a capitalist system as the best economy and in the functioning of the market for most economic decisions including wages and profits. Capitalism is taken as a given, not questioned. However liberals sees more market imperfections and failures, externalities such as monopoly power, air and water pollution than conservatives.  Government can solve problems—minimal income redistribution through progressive taxes, social programs such as college scholarships, possibly single payer health care, affirmative action, reproductive rights, environmental regulations, campaign finance reform. Government, particularly Federal Government as agent of reform of a basically good system that has flaws. Role for trade unions. Internationally, free trade but with  environmental and labor safeguards, foreign aid. For the most part, right of U.S. to intervene not questioned, although often critical of how they are done. e.g. Iraq, Haiti, Vietnam—Sees U.S history as more flawed than conservatives but basically celebratory.
Production for profit—yes

Government--yes 

Human Nature—more possibility of cooperation but still individualistic

Role of government is to create more equal opportunity, reform through voting is possible and desirable, particularly Democrats. --some role for protests.  

Liberal ideology - big believer in progress, celebrates American norms, Social change from great leaders such as MLK, Franklin Roosevelt, less from actions by ordinary people.
 Variants—Corporate Liberal

                    Limits to change  is liberal agenda 

Left or Left Radical View—Zinn and Chomsky, Angela Davis; some hip hop artists such as Dead Prez, Michael Franti, Indy Media., myself; Chavez ?
Radical, change from bottom up, capitalism as a source of problems, 
not radical right—

So if I just say radical, I mean radical on the left, left and liberal different.

I have this point of view not trying to create clones but consider it.

Critical of capitalism as a system where economic system cannot meet most people’s needs, production for profit not need; structurally unequal; racial and gender inequality systemic; —most people forced to work for jobs to create profit for others. Alienated labor, unemployment and poverty intrinsic; so is environmental degradation, unstable. Imperialism meaning intervention on other countries to serve interests of corporations and elites.  Focus on unequal power between groups caused by economic system. Lack of real choices.
Specifically U.S. capitalism based on displacement of Native Americans, slavery and racism, became dominant power and has expanded on a national and global scale.

In this view the state or government basically serves the needs of capital and corporations—not only because businesses are organized through the Business Roundtable, control Democrats and Republicans. Also structural. Power of capital to go on strike—threaten to not invest, deprive state of revenue if they do not get their way, e.g., Boeing. Also threaten to go to other countries. Give examples; 1970’s profit squeeze.  Labor strikes but also capital strikes, deprives state of revenue. Military to serve not defense but freedom to exploit by MNC’s. Look at history of U.S. interventions. State as organized violence to preserve rules of the game, police, military, 2 million in prison.  Notice how crime is defined—shoplifting vs. making huge profits, Capital and big corporations sets the agenda.

In the radical view, state not totally controlled by big business —chance for some reform, progressive income tax, right to organize, right to abortion, EPA. Through people organizing,  real victories are possible.  Better than unregulated capital  but on a fundamentally unlevel playing field—tilted towards capital and the capitalist class. 
Limited choices—sweatshops or unemployment?
 Particularly unequal form of capitalism today, one-sided class war to restore profits,                              very successful in the short run for the wealthy.
           In this perspective,   mainstream  education and  mainstream media tend to perpetuate  those with economic power and capitalism.   In this left point of view these are not neutral but support the economic system and its reproduction. 
Left view             
Market capitalism, economy—oppressive

Government or state—fundamentally serves capital, some possibilities for reform but insufficient and never permanent.—key role of social movements of the oppressed in winning reforms. 
Human Nature—shaped to a large extent by society, if systems fosters competition, individualism, greed, sexism that is how many people will act.
Belief in possibility of cooperation, human liberation, 

Social Change: change consciousness and institutions--both

Variants—Anarchist—more decentralized—
                 Socialist                  

                  Ecological

Put chart on the board

               
Capitalist Economy
The State, government                       Social Change
Conservative        yes


No (police powers)                 technology,profit seeking
Liberal                  yes                               Yes, agent of reform           voting, reformist movements
Left                       no

     no(some reform possible but        Social movements,                                                                                                               

 
                                    limited)                                      fundamental change
Radical view goes beyond focusing on greed, individuals, Systemic inequality—race, gender and class as central—not just being nice or intentions—business who won’t outsource probably won’t last, even with reforms will try to get around it. . 

Comments—

Q—How would different views deal with U.S. poverty?

      Individual vs systemic explanations
III. Implications for democracy, organizing and social movements, public policy—will give example if time permits. (didn’t get to) 
A.  Conservative viewpoint, democracy should be limited to political realm, critical of unions, business should decide. Elections, individual freedom but not in economic sphere,  right to make profit. 
Exit (explain) if unhappy. Focus on individual choice, voluntary contracts, agreements. Variations on right to privacy, 
    e.g. Proposition 920—tax on 2 million plus
B. Liberal ideology, viewpoint, tends to support more rights to organize, often sees equal opportunity as central to a democracy. Limited rights to decide at workplace 
Exit, but also rights to organize but not fundamental economic decisions
Voting as principal way for change

Capitalism and democracy are compatible in A and B., TINA—There is no alternative
    Housing and homelessness
C. Radical or left viewpoint—

Democracy limited in a  capitalist society. Example of Mon Valley, right to shut down. 

No democracy in economic sphere.

People have to fight for democratic rights. Organizing  from the bottom up, —always limited power is unequal—social movements of the oppressed, poor people’s movements, civil rights movement—for liberation needs different system.

Substantive democracy requires a different economic system

so does equality which is a fundamental concept, equality of outcome
In this viewpoint
Capitalism and Democracy are Incompatible—If we think of democracy as people deciding on most important decisions, capitalism is clearly undemocratic. Do workers decide whether businesses shut down, on in Pittsburg 20,000 lost jobs at U.S. Steel; Boeing 10’s of thousands; they hold  governments hostage. Owners decide where corporations invest, technology. Government can limit some excesses but look at the obscene distribution of income and wealth, pay of chief executives more than 400 times average worker,  top managers earn more in 1 day what U.S. worker earns in a year. 
?? How does one decide which viewpoint makes the most sense? Very difficult
