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Why?
Environmental Literature:

• Vehicle of Expression to share 
environmental beliefs and scientific 
knowledge

• Fun and interesting way to learn
• Reaches wide variety of audiences
• Impacts and shapes social views

• Informs us of current events, environmental 
movements, scientific processes

• Shares history of preservation, environmental 
movement, and management techniques

• Can serve as a Red Flag for environmental 
disaster 

Environmental Literature

What does this mean for Forest Ecologist, 
Federal Land Managers, and Private 

Industry? 

Literature Influence

• Popular literature influences societal 
knowledge, public opinion and therefore 
actions:
– Ecological cycles/ food chain
– Environmental crisis 
– Proposed solutions
– Environmental spirituality

Social Influence

• Society, in turn, influences Federal Agency 
management decisions, Environmental 
Policy, Private land holdings 

(sometimes regardless of scientific reality)
– Public view of what a “healthy forest” looks 

like
– Wildfire Suppression
– Logging and thinning practices
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Influential Environmental 
Writers

Barbara Kingsolver: Prodigal Summer

Edward Abbey: Abbey’s Road Gary Snyder:  danger on high peaks

Catherine’s List of all time Favorite 
Environmental Literature

• Barbara Kingsolver
• Animal Dreams, Small 

Wonder, Prodigal Summer

• Gary Snyder
• The Practice of the Wild, 

danger on peaks

• Jack Turner
• The Abstract Wild

• Dolores LaChapelle
• Deep Powder Snow

• John Mcphee
• Coming into the Country, 

Rising from the Plains

• Mary Oliver
• Dream Works

• Gretel Erlich
• The Solace of Open 

Spaces

• Annie Dillard
• Pilgrim at Tinker Creek,

• The Living

• Barry Lopez
• Desert Notes, River Notes,
• Winter Count

• Edward Abbey
• Abbey’s Road


