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AMERICAN FRONTIERS: HOMELANDS AND EMPIRE

Fall 2009 Syllabus

(All office hours will be by appointment)

Faculty:

Office

Mailbox
Phone
Email



Kristina Ackley

Lab I 1011
Lab I

x6020
ackleyk@evergreen.edu 

Zoltán Grossman
Lab I 3012
Lab I

x6153
grossmaz@evergreen.edu





             Web: http://academic.evergreen.edu/g/grossmaz 

 Program Description

In recent years, many have challenged the "Frontier Thesis" first articulated by Frederick Jackson Turner--that the frontier is "the meeting point between savagery and civilization"--as a racist rationale for the colonization of Native American homelands. We will take as our starting point a critique of the Turner thesis and will consider alternative histories of Anglo-American expansion and settlement in North America, with interaction, change and persistence as our unifying themes. We will study how place and connection is nurtured, re-imagined, and interpreted, particularly in Indigenous communities. We will connect between the on-going process of "Manifest Destiny" in North America and subsequent overseas imperial expansion into Latin America, the Pacific, and beyond. The colonial control of domestic homelands and imperial control of foreign homelands are both highlighted in recent patterns of recent immigration, involving many "immigrants" who are in fact indigenous to the Americas, as well as immigrants from countries once conquered by the U.S. military. The American Empire, it seems, began at home and is coming back home, and will be contested again.

Students will explore the juxtaposed themes of Frontier and Homeland, Empire and Periphery, and the Indigenous and Immigrant experience. We will be using historical analysis (changes in time) and geographic analysis (changes in place) to critique these themes, and will turn toward cultural analysis for a deeper understanding of race, nation, class, and gender. In fall quarter, we will track the historical progression of the frontier across North America and overseas, and the territorial and cultural clashes of immigrant and colonized peoples. We will hear the life stories of local individuals and communities to understand their narratives of conflict, assimilation, resistance, and survival. 

 Weekly Schedule

Tuesday 
9:30-11:30
LIB 2708

Lecture

Tuesday
11:30-12:30
Pre-seminar (students discuss passages in small groups)
Tuesday 
1:00-3:00 
SEM II A2109

Ackley Book Seminar



SEM II A2107

Grossman Book Seminar

Wednesday 
9:30-12:30 
SEM II B1105

Workshop/Film/Lecture

Friday 
9:30-12:30
SEM II B1105 

Workshop/Film/Lecture

Friday 
1:30-3:30
      SEM II A2109

Ackley Book Seminar



SEM II A2107

Grossman Book Seminar

Check out the program webpage for updates and the most current information at http.://elms.evergreen.edu/course/view.php?id=332

 Required Texts*

Erdrich, Louise. Tracks.

Limerick, Patricia. Legacy of Conquest: The Unbroken Past of the American West. 

Meeks, Eric V. Border Citizens: The Making of Indians, Mexicans, and Anglos in Arizona. 

Saunt, Claudio. Black, White, and Indian: Race and the Unmaking of an American Family. 

Thrush, Coll. Native Seattle: Histories from the Crossing-Over Place. 

Johnson, Susan Lee. Roaring Camp: The Social World of the California Gold Rush. 

Drinnon, Richard. Facing West: The Metaphysics of Indian-Hating and Empire-Building. 

Rothman, Hal. Devil's Bargains: Tourism in the Twentieth-Century American West. 

Crosthwaite, Luis Humberto. Puro Border: Dispatches, Snapshots, & Graffiti from the US/Mexico Border. 

*There will also be several ancillary readings that will be available on the program website.

 Assignments

1) Biography: You have received biographies of your faculty. In addition to introducing ourselves to you, these biographies also serve to illustrate how we approach the program themes. In this program, we will examine the history of American "frontiers,” particularly focusing on how homelands are viewed within and in spite of the context of empire. We will continually focus on aspects of cultural difference and social identity such as race, gender, sexuality, ethnicity, religiosity, and class. As you enter into the studies of the program, you will write a 2-page “story” about (or from) your life experiences and places that has shaped who you are. As much as possible, relate this writing exercise to the themes of the class by placing yourself within a larger context, your family history, for example.

Due on Wednesday, Sept. 30 in class

2) Seminar Reading(s) of the Text: Students will engage in close readings of the program texts. You will write a short paper weekly about one passage in the week’s seminar book. You will pick an excerpt from the book and write about it. You will share your reading of it with a pre-seminar group on Tuesday mornings, give a typed copy to your faculty at seminar on Tuesday afternoon, and post a revised version on the program website by Thursday. You will receive a separate handout on this in class.
3) Seminar In-Class Writing Assignment (SINCWA): On several Friday seminars, you will respond to peer-selected excerpts from the text. You will bring to seminar a hard copy of the excerpt you choose. You will post that excerpt to the Moodle site. In class, you will exchange excerpts with another student and write out your understanding of another student’s excerpt and its relationship to the main theme of the text. These will be short excerpts and short in-class writing assignments that you will hand in to the faculty. 

4) Online Responses: In preparation for the major project, when online learning communities will become very important, students will regularly post papers and respond to their classmates work online on the class Moodle website. You will respond to at least two other students’ work by Sunday. 
5) Short Synthesis Essays: You will compose a 5 page thesis-driven essay twice in the fall quarter. These essays will succinctly and comprehensively draws on program readings AND suggests their significance for understanding the themes of the program. You will receive peer-review after you have handed in the essay to your faculty. If you choose, you may revise these essays in light of peer feedback and submit a revised draft to the faculty. Essays are due at the BEGINNING of Friday morning program meetings. For all writing assignments, hand in a hard copy (do not email written work to faculty). 

Due Friday, October 16 and Friday, November 6

6) Final Paper: The 10-12-page final paper will focus on deconstructing a particular image from your region, tying it to program themes, and trace the contemporary legacies of “frontier” processes in present-day regional issues. It will center on a modern issue or controversy in the geographic region, and trace back the roots of the issue to the impacts of frontier conflicts. The paper will show how these historic issues did not end with Turner’s claim of a closed frontier. The images will be assigned by faculty, though we are open to other pertinent images from the region. The research will be fully cited, with at least three sources (excluding web-based sources) identified with the first draft. The bibliography will not be included in the page count. There will be more specific information on the final paper (including citation styles) during week four.

Draft due Tuesday, Dec. 1 at 9:30am; Final Paper due Friday, December 4 at 9:30am
7) Final Presentations. Each geographic region small group will present and compare their individual papers in the final week. Each student will present for 5-7 minutes, using their individual assigned image (although other images may be used if offered by Week 9). The presentations will be timed, so each student should rehearse the length or write out their talk. Students are encouraged to use and deconstruct the image as part of the talk, but tie the specifics to the larger framework and themes of the program—the “tree” and the “forest.” 

Photos and regional topics assigned: Wed., Oct. 21

Research Paper Draft (with sources) critiqued in Peer Review: Tues. Dec. 1

Research Paper FINAL draft due: Fri., Dec. 4 at 9:30 am

Presentations to class: Dec. 8-11
 Geographic Regions  

The approach of this program will attempt to locate events in both time and space, taking into account chronological events, geographical places, and thematic ideas. To facilitate an in-depth treatment of geographic issues, students will be part of small groups within their seminar, focusing on a particular region. In this way, we can better understand the complexity and local nuances of “frontier” history and its legacies. For example, we can begin to see how modern public stereotypes of American “frontiers” often focus on particular regions and not others, and that an assumption made in one region may not apply well in another. The fall research paper and presentation will derive from our regional focus; the individual presentations will be given as part of the regional “panel.” Student groups will become “experts” on their particular region, and contribute their regional angle to discussions. It may be more fruitful for students to study a region that they are not already familiar with, to enhance the breadth of their knowledge. Each of our three seminars will include four regional groups each, though all seminars will read and discuss the all-program readings on all the regions. We will assign students to geographic regions, probably on the first day of class.

KRISTINA SEMINAR

1. Northeast/Great Lakes: ME, NH, VT, CT, MA, RI, NY, PA, NJ, OH, IN, IL, MI, WI
2. Southeast: MD, DE, VA, WV, KY, TN, NC, SC, GA, AL, MS, FL, LA, AR, MO

3. Northwest: WA, OR

4. Alaska: AK
ZOLTAN SEMINAR

1. Southwest/California: AZ, NM, CA

2. Intermountain: MT, WY, CO, UT, ID, NV 

3. Great Plains: MN, IA, NE, SD, ND, KS, OK, TX

4. Overseas: HI, AS, GU, MP, PR, VI

 Credit

Full credit can be earned by doing all of the following:

•
Reading assigned texts in advance of class

•
Participating in class activities (participation is defined as active listening, speaking, and thinking) 

•
Attending class (as attendance is a precondition of participation, absences will diminish your ability to earn full credit; more than three absences will mean reduced credit; three occasions of tardiness will equal one absence)

•
Completing all assignments by the date due

•
Writing a narrative self-evaluation for your transcript

•
Attending an evaluation conference when you leave the program

•
If you do all the above at a passing level, you will earn sixteen credits for the quarter.  

The quality of the work you accomplish will be described in a narrative evaluation.

 Evaluation

Your evaluation will consist of your seminar leader's written evaluation of your work, your self-evaluation, and the evaluation conference.  You will be evaluated on your level of comprehension of the material, on your skills (writing, thinking, speaking, listening, research, presentation), and on your intellectual engagement with the major themes of the program as reflected in assignments and seminar discussions.
 Accommodations

Please let your faculty know at the beginning of the quarter if there are any accommodations that you will need that will be coordinated through the Evergreen’s Access Services. 

 Six Expectations of an Evergreen Graduate

* Articulate and assume responsibility for your own work.

* Participate collaboratively and responsibly in our diverse society.

* Communicate creatively and effectively.

* Demonstrate integrative, independent, critical thinking.

* Apply qualitative, quantitative and creative modes of inquiry appropriately to practical and theoretical problems across disciplines.

* As a culmination of your education, demonstrate depth, breadth and synthesis of learning and the ability to reflect on the personal and social significance of that learning.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

WEEK ONE: SEPTEMBER 29-OCTOBER 1 (Introduction)


Reading: Erdrich, Louise. Tracks.

Tuesday 9:30-11:30
First program meeting: Shape of the program and year, themes;


Film: Seattle Immigrant Rally; Fill out/sign Seminar Introduction Forum


Lecture: Place and Belonging in Tracks

Tuesday 1-3
Seminar introductions, the Covenant, and memorable reading

experiences. Begin discussing Tracks

Wednesday 9:30-12:30
Introduction to Moodle website




Lecture: Introduction to Indian Country

BRING 4 COPIES to class of your story about (or from) 

your life experiences and places

Friday 9:30-12:30
Lecture: Early Encounters I




Film: Usual and Accustomed Places

Friday 1:30-3:30
Seminar on Erdrich, Tracks




(Bring paper to seminar and post on Moodle. Responses due by Sunday)

WEEK TWO: OCTOBER 6-9 (Colonization)       

Reading: Frederick Jackson Turner, "The Significance of the Frontier in American History" (1893), read and print on-line only Chapter 1 at http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/TURNER/; Patricia Limerick, The Legacy of Conquest; James Clifford, “Four Northwest Coast Museums: Travel Reflections” (read for Wednesday)
Tuesday 9:30-11:30
Lecture: Early Encounters II


Faculty discussion of Turner

Tuesday 1-3

Seminar on Limerick, Legacy of Conquest (Part I), and Turner reading

(Chapter 1)

Wednesday 
Field Trip to Squaxin Island Museum. Vans leave at 9:30 from Lot C and will return at approximately 12:30.   


Ancillary Reading: James Clifford, “Four Northwest Coast Museums: Travel Reflections” (download from program website) 


UW-Tacoma Symposium on Native Issues in Higher Education, 12:30-8pm

Friday 9:30-12:30
Lecture: Removal and Assimilation (Early 19th c.)
Friday 1:30-3:30
Seminar on Limerick, Legacy of Conquest (Part II)




Seminar In-Class Writing Assignment



WEEK THREE: OCTOBER 13-16 (Southwest Border)      

Reading: Meeks, Eric V. Border Citizens: The Making of Indians, Mexicans, and Anglos in Arizona; Smith, “Three Pillars of White Supremacy” (download from program website)

Tuesday 9:30-11:30
Lecture: Immigration and Patterns of Political Geography
Tuesday 1-3

Seminar on Meeks, Border Citizens (pp.1-97 or 126)

Wednesday 9:30-12:30
Film: Milagro Beanfield War



Lecture: Construction of Race
Friday, 9:30-12:30
Guest Speaker: Rosalinda Guillén 
(Community to Community: www.foodjustice.org)


SYNTHESIS PAPER # 1 DUE! Bring to class by 9:30 am
Friday, 1:30-3:30
Seminar on Meeks, Border Citizens (pp. 127-247);


Smith, “Three Pillars of White Supremacy”

Saturday, Oct. 17
Longhouse Grand Reopening, 1-3 pm

WEEK FOUR: OCTOBER 20-23 (Complicating Race)      
Reading: Saunt, Claudio. Black, White, and Indian: Race and the Unmaking of an American Family; Quintard Taylor, "Blacks and Asians in a White City: Japanese Americans and African Americans in Seattle, 1890-1940” (download from program website).     

Tuesday 9:30-11:30
Lecture: Termination and Resistance


Lecture: Being Indian

Tuesday 1-3

Seminar on Saunt, Black, White and Indian (Profile, Chapters 1-5)

Wednesday 9:30-12:30
Taylor, “Blacks and Asians in a White City” workshop


Peer Review of synthesis papers

Photos and regional groups for final papers; look for sources

Friday, 9:30-12:30
Guest Speakers: Ellen Shortt Sanchez and Hilary Hacker


(Center for Community-Based Learning and Action) 


Lecture: Cultural Mixing and the Invention of the White Race
Friday, 1:30-3:30
Seminar on Saunt, Black, White, and Indian (Chapters 6-10, Afterword)


Seminar In-Class Writing Assignment 
 




Meeting of fall research regional groups, turn in initial sources

WEEK FIVE: OCTOBER 27-30 (Native Identity and Place)       

Reading: Thrush, Coll. Native Seattle: Histories from the Crossing-Over Place. 

Tuesday 9:30-noon
Guest speaker: Luis Rodiguez (www.luisrodriguez.com)

Tuesday 1-3

Seminar on Thrush, Native Seattle (Foreword, Preface, Chapters 1-5)

Wednesday 9:30-12:30
Lecture: Revitalizing Traditions


Lecture: Treaty Rights Part I
Friday, 9:30-12:30
Film: As Long as the Rivers Run

Lecture: Treaty Rights in Washington
Friday, 1:30-3:30
Seminar on Thrush, Native Seattle (Chapters 6-10)


Seminar In-Class Writing Assignment

October 28-31 
Chicano Studies Conference, Central Washington U. (Ellensburg)

WEEK SIX: NOVEMBER 3-6 (Complicating Immigration)



Reading: Johnson, Susan Lee. Roaring Camp: The Social World of the California Gold Rush; Monica Sone, Nisei Daughter excerpt (download from program website) 

Tuesday 9:30-11:30
Film: Taking Root 


Lecture: Gender Roles

Tuesday 1-3
Seminar on Johnson, Roaring Camp, (all read pgs. 11-13, 25-57 and 315-344; Divide up other chapters for group reports)

Wednesday 9:30-12:30
Lecture: Japanese Internment

Discussion on Sone, Nisei Daughter 


Discussion of Major Winter/Spring Class Project

Friday
FIELD TRIP to International District (InterIm and Wing Luke Museum). Vans leave Lot C at 8:30am and will return at approximately 4:30pm.


SYNTHESIS PAPER #2 DUE! Hand in at 9am prior to field trip

WEEK SEVEN: NOVEMBER 10-13 (Manifest Destiny and Imperialism)
Reading: Drinnon, Richard. Facing West: The Metaphysics of Indian-Hating and Empire-Building.

Tuesday 9:30-11:30
Lecture: Manifest Destiny and Overseas Expansion

Film on Philippines: Savage Acts
Tuesday 1-3

Seminar on Drinnon, Facing West (Preface, Introduction, Chapter 20

 


(XX)

Wednesday 9:30-12:30
Peer Review of synthesis paper

Film on Hawai’i: Acts of War
Friday, 9:30-12:30
Guest Speakers from Pinay sa Seattle (Filipina women’s group)
Friday, 1:30-3:30
Seminar on Drinnon, Facing West (Chapters 21 [XXI], and 30 [XXX])


Seminar In-Class Writing Assignment

WEEK EIGHT NOVEMBER 17-20 (Commodifying the Frontier) 

Reading: Rothman, Hal. Devil's Bargains: Tourism in the Twentieth-Century American West. 

Tuesday 9:30-11:30
Selling the West: Images and Appropriation Workshop

Tuesday 1-3

Seminar on Rothman, Devil’s Bargains (“Maui Redux,” Introduction,

Chapters 1-3, 5)

Wednesday 9:30-12:30
Film: In the Light of Reverence I

Lecture: Skywalk and Casinos: Indian Tourism and Economic Development



Lecture: South Dakota Tourism
Friday, 9:30-12:30
Lecture: Twentieth Century Native Politics

Film: In the Light of Reverence II

Friday, 1:30-3:30
Rothman, Devil’s Bargains (Chapters 6, 9, 11, 13)


Seminar In-Class Writing Assignment

NO CLASS NOVEMBER 24-27: HOLIDAY BREAK

WEEK NINE DECEMBER 1-4 (Borderlands)

Reading: Crosthwaite, Luis Humberto. Puro Border: Dispatches, Snapshots, & Graffiti from the US/Mexico Border; Jefferson Center News (download from program website)

Tuesday 9:30-11:30
BRING 4 COPIES OF FINAL PAPER DRAFT 9:30 am (with sources)

Peer Review of papers


Presentation schedule for regional groups in Week 10

Tuesday 1-3

Seminar on Crosthwaite, Puro Border (pp. 9-82)
Wednesday 9:30-12:30
Film: Lone Star

Lecture: Borderlands and Liminal Spaces
Guillermo Gomez Peña/Cuco Fusco

Friday, 9:30-12:30
Guest speakers: Patricia Vásquez and Beatriz Flores-Gutiérrez 


Read Jefferson Center News “Changing Face of the Rural PNW”


FINAL PAPERS DUE! Bring to class at 9:30am
Friday, 1:30-3:30
Seminar on Crosthwaite, Puro Border, (pp. 119-152, 191-228, 239-241)
Regional groups meeting and timing of presentations

WEEK TEN: DECEMBER 8-11 (Presentations)

Tuesday 9:30-11:30
Self-Evaluation Writing Workshop

Tuesday 1-3

Presentations

Wednesday 9:30-12:30  Presentations

Friday 9:30-11:30
PORTFOLIOS DUE outside faculty office door; Presentations

Friday 12:30-3:30
Concluding Potluck and finish presentations

EVALUATION WEEK: DECEMBER 14-18

