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AMERICAN FRONTIERS: HOMELANDS AND EMPIRE

Winter 2009 Syllabus

Faculty:

Office

Mailbox
Phone
Email



Kristina Ackley

Lab I 1011
Lab I

x6020
ackleyk@evergreen.edu 

Zoltán Grossman
Lab I 3012
Lab I

x6153
grossmaz@evergreen.edu
(All office hours will be by appointment)              Web: http://academic.evergreen.edu/g/grossmaz 

 Program Description

In recent years, many have challenged the "Frontier Thesis" first articulated by Frederick Jackson Turner--that the frontier is "the meeting point between savagery and civilization"--as a racist rationale for the colonization of Native American homelands. We will take as our starting point a critique of the Turner thesis and will consider alternative histories of Anglo-American expansion and settlement in North America, with interaction, change and persistence as our unifying themes. We will study how place and connection is nurtured, re-imagined, and interpreted, particularly in Indigenous communities. We will connect between the on-going process of "Manifest Destiny" in North America and subsequent overseas imperial expansion into Latin America, the Pacific, and beyond. The colonial control of domestic homelands and imperial control of foreign homelands are both highlighted in recent patterns of recent immigration, involving many "immigrants" who are in fact indigenous to the Americas, as well as immigrants from countries once conquered by the U.S. military. The American Empire, it seems, began at home and is coming back home, and will be contested again.

Students will explore the juxtaposed themes of Frontier and Homeland, Empire and Periphery, and the Indigenous and Immigrant experience. We will be using historical analysis (changes in time) and geographic analysis (changes in place) to critique these themes, and will turn toward cultural analysis for a deeper understanding of race, nation, class, and gender. In the first part of winter quarter, we will look at contemporary case studies that show the imprint of the past in the present, and how 21st-century North American communities are wrestling with the legacies of colonization, imperialism and migration. In particular, we will examine the overlapping experiences of Native Americans and recent immigrants, and Indigenous territories and migrations that transgress or straddle the international border as defined by "Homeland Security."

From mid-winter to mid-spring, students will undertake an extended project of their choice using place (homeland, empire, and migration) as their interpretative frameworks.

 Weekly Schedule

Tuesday 
9:30-11:30
LIB 2708

Lecture

Tuesday
11:30-12:30
Pre-seminar (students discuss passages in small groups)
Tuesday 
1:00-3:00 
SEM II A2109

Ackley Book Seminar



SEM II A2107

Grossman Book Seminar

Wednesday 
9:30-12:30 
SEM II B1105

Workshop/Film/Lecture

Friday 
9:30-12:30
SEM II B1105 

Workshop/Film/Lecture

Friday 
1:30-3:30
      SEM II A2109

Ackley Book Seminar



SEM II A2107

Grossman Book Seminar

Check out the program webpage for updates and the most current information at http://elms.evergreen.edu/course/view.php?id=333

 Required Texts*

LaDuke, Winona. Recovering the Sacred: The Power of Naming and Claiming (read on break).

Cattelino, Jessica R. High Stakes: Florida Seminole Gaming and Sovereignty.

Smith, Linda Tuhiwai. Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples
    (ancillary reading, as only parts of the book are required, 

     but purchasing the book is encouraged).

Alfred, Taiaiake. Peace, Power and Righteousness: An Indigenous Manifesto.
Nevins, Joseph. Dying to Live: A Story of U.S. Immigration in an Age of Global Apartheid.
Li, Judith L. To Harvest, To Hunt: Stories of Resource Use in the American West.

*There may also be ancillary readings that will be available on the program website.

 Assignments

1) Seminar Reading(s) of the Text: Students will engage in close readings of the program texts. You will write a short paper weekly about one passage in the week’s seminar book. You will pick an excerpt from the book and write about it. You will share your reading of it with a pre-seminar group on Tuesday mornings, give a typed copy to your faculty at seminar on Tuesday afternoon, and post a revised version on the program website by Thursday. You will receive a separate handout on this in class.
2) Seminar In-Class Writing Assignment (SINCWA): On some Friday seminars, you will respond to peer-selected excerpts from the text. You will bring to seminar a hard copy of the excerpt you choose. In class, you will exchange excerpts with another student and write out your understanding of another student’s excerpt and its relationship to the main theme of the text. These will be short excerpts and short in-class writing assignments that you will hand in to the faculty. 

3) Online Responses: In preparation for the major project, when online learning communities will become very important, students will regularly post papers and respond to their classmates work online on the class Moodle website. Every week, you will post the weekly reading(s), your analysis of a short passage from the seminar text, by Thursday. Then, you will respond to at least two other students’ work by Sunday. 
4) Research Proposals: You will compete a final research project proposal including 1.) Topic Statement, 2.) Guiding Questions, 3.) Methods, 4.) Ethical Concerns, 5.) Plan of Action, 6.) Annotated Bibliography. You will receive a separate handout on this.
Due Friday, January 29

Credit

Full credit can be earned by doing all of the following:

•
Reading assigned texts in advance of class

•
Participating in class activities (participation is defined as active listening, speaking, and thinking) 

•
Attending class (as attendance is a precondition of participation, absences will diminish your ability to earn full credit; more than three absences will mean reduced credit; three occasions of tardiness will equal one absence)

•
Completing all assignments by the date due

•
Writing a narrative self-evaluation for your transcript

•
Attending an evaluation conference when you leave the program

•
If you do all the above at a passing level, you will earn sixteen credits for the quarter.  

The quality of the work you accomplish will be described in a narrative evaluation.

 Evaluation

Your evaluation will consist of your seminar leader's written evaluation of your work, your self-evaluation, and the evaluation conference.  You will be evaluated on your level of comprehension of the material, on your skills (writing, thinking, speaking, listening, research, presentation), and on your intellectual engagement with the major themes of the program as reflected in assignments and seminar discussions.
 Accommodations

Please let your faculty know at the beginning of the quarter if there are any accommodations that you will need that will be coordinated through the Evergreen’s Access Services. 

 Six Expectations of an Evergreen Graduate

* Articulate and assume responsibility for your own work.

* Participate collaboratively and responsibly in our diverse society.

* Communicate creatively and effectively.

* Demonstrate integrative, independent, critical thinking.

* Apply qualitative, quantitative and creative modes of inquiry appropriately to practical and theoretical problems across disciplines.

* As a culmination of your education, demonstrate depth, breadth and synthesis of learning and the ability to reflect on the personal and social significance of that learning.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

WEEK ONE: JANUARY 5-8 (RESISTANCE, AUTONOMY, AND VOICE)


Reading: LaDuke, Winona. Recovering the Sacred.

Tuesday 9:30-11:30
First winter meeting: themes, syllabus, research proposals

Tuesday 1-3
Seminar on LaDuke, Recovering the Sacred 

(“What is Sacred?” and Parts 1 & 2)  

Wednesday 9:30-12:30
Film: Homeland



Lecture: Native Environmental Justice

Friday 9:30-12:30
Lecture: Unlikely Alliances 

Lecture: NAGPRA and Museums
Friday 1:30-3:30
Seminar on LaDuke, Recovering the Sacred (Parts 3 & 4)

Bring paper to Friday seminar, post on Moodle by Thursday. 

Respond to at least two other students by Sunday.

Discussion on research proposals.

WEEK TWO: JANUARY 12-15 (NATIVE SOVEREIGNTY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT)       

Readings: Cattelino, Jessica. High Stakes: Florida Seminole Gaming and Sovereignty

Smith, Linda Tuhiwai. Decolonizing Methodologies
Tuesday 9:30-11:30
Lecture: Understanding Sovereignties: an Oneida case study


Film: Boomtown 
Tuesday 1-3

Seminar on Cattelino, High Stakes (Introduction, Chapters 1, and 2)

Regular schedule:

Bring paper to Tuesday seminar, post on Moodle by Thursday. 

Respond to at least two other students by Sunday.

Wednesday 9:30-12:30
Workshop on Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies



Discussion of class projects: What is a research project?




Introduction to Annotated Bibliography




Internship and Community-Service in Winter Projects
Friday 9:30-12:30
Lecture: Geographies of Native Sovereignty

Lecture: “Sovereign Interdependencies” 

Friday 1:30-3:30
Seminar on Cattelino, High Stakes (Chapters 3, 4, and Conclusion)




Seminar In-Class Writing Assignment



WEEK THREE: JANUARY 19-22 (BORDERLANDS)      

Reading: Nevins, Joseph. Dying to Live.

Tuesday 9:30-11:30
Guest speaker: Juan Bocanegra (Evergreen Labor Center),


Film: Maquilopolis
Tuesday 1-3

Seminar on Nevins, Dying to Live (pp. 13-121)




MAJOR PROJECT UPDATE DUE: In this update, you should provide 

1.) a topic statement, 2.) your guiding questions as best you can formulate them, and 3.) five annotated sources.
Wednesday 9:30-12:30
Lecture: Southern Border Crossings and Indigenous Peoples

Lecture: Somali Immigration
Friday, 9:30-12:30
Film: Frozen River

DRAFT Internship contract deadline

Friday, 1:30-3:30
Seminar on Nevins, Dying to Live (pp. 125-198)




Seminar In-Class Writing Assignment



Discussion of class projects

WEEK FOUR: JANUARY 26-29 (INDIGENOUS THEORY AND PHILOSOPHY)      
Reading: Alfred, Taiaiake, Peace, Power and Righteousness
Tuesday 9:30-11:30
Lecture: Canada border-crossing (Haudenosaunee, Colville, etc.)


Film: Travels Across the Medicine Line 

Tuesday 1-3

Seminar on Alfred, Peace, Power and Righteousness 
Wednesday 9:30-12:30
Film: Little Caughnawaga

Lecture: Native Mobility

Lecture: Introduction to First Nations of Canada

Friday, 9:30-12:30
Film :Kahnesatake (about 1990 Oka Crisis in Quebec)


RESEARCH PROJECT PROPOSAL DUE: Including 

1.) Topic Statement, 2.) Guiding Questions, 3.) Methods, 

4.) Ethical Concerns, 5.) Plan of Action, 6.) Annotated Bibliography

Friday, 1:30-3:30
Seminar on Alfred, Peace, Power and Righteousness 



Seminar In-Class Writing Assignment 


WEEK FIVE: FEBRUARY 2-5 (HARVESTING AND CULTURAL REGENERATION)       

Reading: Li, Judith, To Harvest, To Hunt.
Tuesday 9:30-11:30
Lecture: Native American Food Movement 

Guest speaker: Alfredo Gómez Beloz (All Together Farming, Tenino WA)

Tuesday 1-3

Seminar on Li, To Harvest, To Hunt (pp. 1-64)

Wednesday 9:30-12:30
COMPLETED Internship Contract Deadline 

(or later)

Faculty meets with Research Groups (alternating with two film showings) 

Film: The Garden
Friday, 9:30-11:30
Seminar on Li, To Harvest, To Hunt. (pp. 65-73, 92-101, 114-170)

Seminar In-Class Writing Assignment 

Friday, 12:30-3:30
Research Project Presentations (brief 2-3 minute presentation describing proposed major project to the full program) 

Final thoughts and potluck. 

Mid-Project Reflection must be completed by March 12

You will still post to Moodle a status update, journal entry, and reflection for the week. In addition to that post, please write a response to each of the four questions below. Title it "Mid-Project Reflection" so that we can distinguish it from your regular post. This statement will serve as your self-evaluation for winter quarter. It should be at least one page, single-spaced. Title it "Mid-Project Reflection" and post it online sometime during the week of March 9-15 (the 15th at the latest), in your research group folder for that week. Faculty will use it as the basis for your winter eval conference.

1.) Findings so far: How have your questions developed and what have you figured out about them?

2.) Work done so far: Describe the research you've undertaken to this point, with specific examples from your fieldwork and reading.

3.) Research to be done: Describe what your plan is to complete the research. Include a schedule for fieldwork for the second half of the project.

4.) Design of the paper: How are you thinking about structuring the paper at this point? Include a timetable for working on it.

EVALUATION WEEK: MARCH 15-19

All students will check in with their faculty for a mid-project review and feedback from faculty. Students will be required to demonstrate their progress on their projects. The progress meetings will be in person, or alternatively by phone or email.
