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CONCEPTUALIZING NATIVE PLACE

WINTER QUARTER 2009
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Office:     Sem II C2108


Office:   Lab 1, Room 3012 (3rd fl.)

Hours:
     Tuesday, 9-10 am

Hours:   Monday, 3-4 pm

Mailbox:  Under door or in blue bin
Mailbox: Lab 1 first floor, or box on door

This syllabus was prepared with care and will be modified only when necessary and unavoidable.  Clarification regarding its provisions will be verbally provided in class and modified on the program’s Moodle website: http://elms.evergreen.edu/
	 In accordance with federal and state law, it is the policy of The Evergreen State College that "…no otherwise qualified person with a disability shall, solely on the basis of that disability, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination by any College program or activity." Access Services for Students with Disabilities (http://www.evergreen.edu/access/) coordinates accommodations and services for all students who are eligible. If students have a disability for which they wish to request accommodations, they are encouraged to contact Access Services as soon as possible. The temporary location for Access Services is Seminar I Annex, Building F 

(phone: 306-867-6348; 306-867-6834 [V/TTY]). Students are encouraged to contact faculty members privately concerning special needs that may affect their performance in this program.


TYPICAL WEEKLY SCHEDULE

(Note: On some days, activities and room locations vary from those below. Check the full weekly schedule.)
Monday:
9:30 am ​– 12:00 pm 
SEM II A1107
Faculty / guest speaker presentations 

1:30 pm ​– 3:00 pm 
SEM II B1107


         Workshops / presentations

Tuesday:
10:00 am – 1:00 pm 
SEM II A1105
Film or presentation 

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm    
SEM II D2107  (Lara)
Seminar
or team work
SEM II D2109 (Zoltán)
Wednesday:

10:00 am – 12:00 pm  
LIB 2708
Film or presentation 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

In this program, we will explore historical and contemporary relationships of Native North Americans to place, using art and geography in a cross-cultural comparative analysis, and as “common ground” for strengthening intercultural communication. The unique status of indigenous nations can be better understood by highlighting the centrality of territory in Native identity, and the strong indigenous connections to place. These connections can be seen in numerous fields: art and material culture, Native national sovereignty, attachment to ceded treaty lands, the focus on traditional land use and protection of sacred sites, environmental protection, sustainable planning, indigenous migration and symbolic mobility (through community practices such as powwows and commemorative journeys).

All of these connections have been expressed artistically and geographically through traditional indigenous cartographies, artistic "mapping" of ideas using contemporary art practices, and modern mapmaking techniques. Examination of cross-cultural and cross-disciplinary ideas about land, place, environment, and relationship to human cultures offers the opportunity to develop new conceptualizations for the meaning of place, self, and community.

We will examine how conceptions of land are disseminated through art and objects of material culture, informing our examination with geographic studies and investigation into the sociopolitical uses of mapping. Students will discover differences and potential meeting points between Native and Western cultural systems, identify differences within and among diverse tribal nations, and develop an understanding of indigenous peoples' ability to define and set their own social, cultural, and spatial boundaries and interpretations. Students will develop greater awareness of indigenous cultures, but also of aspects of culture that may be determined and protected by Native peoples themselves.

Fall quarter introduced students to historical geographies and worldviews of Native North America, basic visual literacy skills in art, and basic literacy in graphic representational systems for geographic data. In winter quarter, students will develop specialized projects relevant to geographic areas of interest (see below). In general, program activities will involve guest lectures, images and videos, workshops, readings and class discussions, quizzes and exams, writing assignments, and presentations to compare and contrast our different geographical case studies. Students are expected to use critical thinking skills in interpreting the readings, images, videos and lectures. Through field trips to Native communities in urban and reservation areas, and a comparative examination of museums by or about Native peoples, students will be asked to engage directly with the questions and contentions surrounding notions of place in Native America.

NEW REQUIRED BOOKS
Week 1: Boundaries of Home: Mapping for Local Empowerment (ed. Doug Aberley)

No need to buy this:  Two PDFs on Moodle (Jan. 5-11): Part I (pages 1-27, 35-51) and Part II (pages 71-99, 125-29)

New Society Publishers, 1998  ISBN 1550922076  ISBN 13 978-1-550-92207-3

Week 2: Decolonizing Methodologies: Research & Indigenous Peoples (by Linda Tuhiwai Smith)

No need to buy this:  PDF on Moodle (Jan. 12-18): Intro, Ch. 5, 6, 8, 9   Zed Books Ltd. / St. Martin's Press, 1999) ISBN: N-1-85649-624-4
Week 3: Picturing Indians (by Steven D. Hoelscher)

University of Wisconsin Press, 2008 ISBN 9780299226046   ISBN 13 978-0-299-22604-

Week 4: Climate Change and Pacific Rim Indigenous Nations (Northwest Indian Applied Research Institute)
The Evergreen State College, 2006  No need to buy this: PDF document on Moodle. 

Excerpts: Summary/Introduction (pages 1-9), and Terry Williams/Preston Hardison (print pages 21-30)
Week 5: Our People, Our Land, Our Images (ed. Hulleah Tshinhnahjinnie & Veronica Passalacqua)

Heyday Books, 2007  ISBN 978-1597140577   ISBN 13 978-1-597-14057-
Week 6: Contemporary Coast Salish Art (eds. Rebecca Blanchard & Nancy Davenport)

with special editorial assistance from Steven C. Brown; photography by Mike Zens

University of Washington Press, 2005. ISBN 0295984856   ISBN 13 978-0-295-98485-8

Week 8: Wisdom Sits in Places (by Keith H. Basso)

University of New Mexico Press, 1996  ISBN 082631724   ISBN 13 978-0-826-31724-7
We will also have a few other articles or chapters that will be available on Library Closed Reserve or as PDFs. 

STUDENT ASSIGNMENTS 

All assignments and presentations should be completed and turned in at the designated time unless there are dire circumstances. In such circumstances, contact your faculty by email or phone as soon as you are aware of the problem. See Weekley Schedule for specific due dates.

1. Reading Response Papers are due to be posted online to Moodle by the time that day’s class begins. You must also print out the one-page paper to

bring to seminar if we are discussing the book that day. 

2. Post-Seminar Reflections are short writings to be posted on Moodle in reply to TWO other Students’ Response Papers by 5pm Friday, in weeks

when we have readings but no seminar. The description for Reading Response Papers and Post-Seminar Reflections can be found in the fall quarter Major Assignments. 

3. Podcast Minidocumentary Project. Students will conduct a research and documentation project that integrates photography, graphic arts and sound into video Podcasts, to examine particular local sites within the Nisqually Basin.  The 10-minute mini-documentaries will be produced for iPods and websites as “walking tours” of local landscapes. The Nisqually River is the site both of the key treaty fishing conflict in modern U.S. history, and the earliest and most advanced example of collaborative fish habitat restoration by a tribe and non-Native governments and citizens. Our Podcast mini-documentaries will reinforce the “sense of place” approach inherent in the work of artists such as Basia Irland (whose Spring 2009 art exhibition “Gathering of the Waters” is focusing on the Nisqually River), and Doug Aberley (the cartographer who edited Boundaries of Home).

Students will be divided into three-person teams documenting different sites of public interface. Each student will specialize in either photography, sound, or graphic arts/mapping, but will be cross-trained in the basics of each field (for example, in using a microphone to conduct interviews or gather sound effects). Student field teams will work together devising the project, completing the Human Subjects Review, producing weekly plans and revisions, storyboards, and conducting interviews, library research and field research. Students will also be training together in computer applications with students from other teams in their same area of expertise, with assistance from technical staff.  

Although working together in teams, each student will individually track their own work and contributions as part of documenting what they learned and their process of research and conceptualization (such as summarizing library documents or finding archival images, how to frame photographs, how to conduct interviews, insights into respecting tribal protocol, etc.). You are encouraged to discuss and expand on these relevant matters on Moodle with your own team and with other teams, and share information that may assist other teams. 

See the Moodle site for relevant Nisqually Basin websites, but use the Evergreen Library and Washington State Library for more in-depth research. The Washington State Library in Point Plaza East (6880 Capitol Blvd.) in Tumwater (Hours Mon.-Fri. 8-5; on the 13 bus line). http://www.secstate.wa.gov/library/? You can even get a card on-line: http://www.secstate.wa.gov/library/card.aspx 

We have approval from the Nisqually Tribal Council to include their property and sites in this field research work. We are following tribal protocols on research methodologies, and will follow input and guidance from the tribe’s Cultural Committee. Possible field research sites include the Nisqually Wildlife Refuge and Medicine Creek Treaty Tree, Roy Salmon Homecoming (January 24th), Frank’s Landing and Wa-He-Lut School, Fort Lewis and its tribal fish hatchery, the salmon habitat restoration projects at Tanwax Creek, Mashel River, and the Braget Farm (and other sites within the Lower and Middle Nisqually watershed), Centralia and Tacoma power dams, climate change and the Nisqually Glacier, etc. Your Podcasts may eventually be exhibited or made available to the public. Any Podcasts featuring tribal lands or projects would not be available for public download without express tribal permission.

4. Presentation on Artist’s Work. This is a short 5 minute presentation about two artworks that relate to the themes of the program. There is a selection of books on closed reserve in the Library. You will pick two works from within this selection of books and speak to the class about the meaning of the work and how it relates to program themes. You may do additional research on the artist and the works. Keep any biographical information extremely brief and keep the artworks as the emphasis of your presentation. You do not need to create a PowerPoint for this assignment. The books will be provided in the classroom on the day of your presentation and we will make use of the Document Camera built into the podium. You will simply need to have the page numbers and name of the book so that you can open the book to the proper page(s) and place the book under the Document Camera in the room that we are in that day.

How do you talk about a work of art? Here are some suggestions: Identify the subject, content, and context of the work. Are there specialized kinds of knowledge that can help a viewer understand the work? Has the artist or an art critic said anything useful about the work? Keeping your presentation on-topic and concise will be important for the presentation, but it will also be important to keep the “big picture” in mind (such as historical and cultural contexts). It’s more than just artwork (which may be “good” or “bad” artwork, in your opinion). The work is a means of communicating complicated ideas using visual information. How does that communication work? What does it take to make it work? Who is meant to speak to? Does it speak of different things to different kinds of audiences? What can the work show us about place, geography, and human relations? 

WINTER WEEKLY SCHEDULE
	WEEK 1

Jan 5-11
	In-class

Activities 
	Readings 
	Assignments

	Monday 5
9:30 am-12 pm

Sem II A1107
	Introduction to winter quarter

Student podcasts (Allison Styring)

Nisqually & Duwamish River images


	Program Syllabus
	

	1:30-3 pm

Sem II B1107
	Countermapping;

Indigenous atlases and mapping projects
	Boundaries of Home (PDFs)

Ch 6 Another America (Warhus)
	

	Tuesday 6
9:45 am-4 pm
	Field Trip to Nisqually

Meet at 9:45 in LOT C
	
	Always bring your notebook & writing instrument for fieldtrips!

	Wednesday 7
10 am- 12 pm LIB 2708
	Nisqually Project Organizational Session- You MUST have read “Boundaries of Home” Human Subjects Review paperwork
	Library Research to be done over weekend- Due Mon 1/12
	Submit Reading Response Paper to Moodle by 10am Weds. 
Respond to TWO other students’ seminar postings by Friday at 5pm.


	WEEK 2

Jan 12-18
	In-class

Activities 
	Readings 
	Assignments

	Monday 12
9:30 am-12 pm

Sem II A1107
	Unlikely Alliances & Tribal Land Reclamation, Films: 

Film: Keepers of the Water
	Linda Smith PDF excerpt from Decolonizing Methodologies
	Library Research Assignment Due

Turn in Human Subjects Review


	1:30-3 pm

Sem II B1107
	Camera/Photo Workshop
	
	

	Tuesday 13
10 am-4 pm 
	Research Trip to Nisqually
	
	

	Wednesday 14
10 am- 12 pm LIB 2708
	Microphone & Portable Recording Proficiency Workshop
	
	Submit Reading Response Paper to Moodle by 10am Weds. Respond to TWO other students’ seminar postings by Friday at 5pm.


	WEEK 3

Jan. 19-25
	In-class

Activities 
	Readings 
	Assignments

	Monday 19th

	Martin Luther King Holiday

No Class Monday
	
	

	Tuesday 20th
9:45 am-4 pm


	Research Trip to Nisqually
Meet in Lot C (as usual)
	
	

	Wednesday 21
10am 1 pm

MAC Lounge
	Capturing Sound & Image Files, Working with Media Files Workshop
	Picturing Indians (Hoelscher)
	Submit Reading Response Paper to Moodle by 10am Weds.
Respond to TWO other students’ seminar postings by Friday at 5pm.

	Saturday Jan. 24th, 10am-2pm
	Special Event: Roy Salmon Homecoming at Muck Creek, Roy City Park, see directions on Moodle!
	
	


	WEEK 4

Jan 26-Feb 1
	In-class

Activities 
	Readings 
	Assignments

	Monday 26th
9:30 am-12 pm

Sem II A1107
	 Climate Change & Indigenous Peoples (Z)

Film: Usual & Accustomed Places (discuss narrative structure)
	Climate Change and Pacific Rim Indigenous Nations PDF
	

	1:30-3 pm

Sem II B1107


	Shizuno Wyncoop & Bridget Irish on Using Sound Effects

Drawing Exercises (L)


	
	

	Tuesday 27th
10 am-1 pm

Sem II A1105
	Intro to  Topoquad Maps & Library
	
	

	2-4 pm, Sem II

Location TBA
	Storyboarding workshop
	
	

	Wednesday 28
10 am- 12 pm LIB Comp Lab
	Photoshop Intro (MAC Lounge)

Audacity for Sound (Solarium)
	
	Submit Reading Response Paper to Moodle by 10am Wednesday. Respond to TWO other students’ seminar postings by Friday at 5pm.


	WEEK 5

Feb 2- 8
	In-class

Activities 
	Readings 
	Assignments

	Monday 2nd
9:30 am-12 pm

Sem II A1107
	Intro to Art Presentation Assignment (L)

Film: Beyond the Impasse (Umatilla)


	
	

	1:00-3 pm


	Seminar
	Our People, Our Land, Our Images

“Uneasy Terrain” PDF Reading
	Submit Reading Response Paper to Moodle by 10am Tuesday Bring printout of Reading Response Paper to Seminar



	Tuesday 3rd
9:45 am-4 pm


	Research Trip to Nisqually

(Meet in Parking Lot C)
	
	

	Wednesday 4
10 am- 12 pm LIB Comp Lab
	Assisted Work Session: Illustrator Intro, Mapping(MAC Lounge)

Sound Workgroup (Solarium)
	
	

	1-4 pm 

Faculty offices
	5th Week Conferences
	
	.

	Friday 6
	DAY OF ABSENCE
	
	.


	WEEK 6

Feb 9-15
	In-class

Activities 
	Readings 
	Assignments

	Monday 9th

9:30 am-12 pm

Sem II A1107
	Guest speaker: Shaun Peterson

(Lara attending Convening at Longhouse) 
	
	

	1:30-3 pm

Sem II B1107
	Topoquad workshop, incl. tracing & sketching (Be equipped for outdoor work)
	Contemporary Coast Salish Art
	

	Tuesday 10th

10 am-1 pm

Sem II A1105
	Presentations on Art by Students (Z Group)
	
	

	2-4 pm, SemII D2107

	Film:

Qatuwas (on Canoe Journey)
	
	

	Wednesday 11

LIB Comp Lab
	Finalizing Edits & File Formatting MAC Lounge
	
	Submit Reading Response Paper to Moodle by 10am Wednesday. Respond to TWO other students’ seminar postings by Friday at 5pm.


	WEEK 7

Feb 16-22
	In-class

Activities 
	Readings 
	Assignments

	Monday 16th
	Presidents’ Day

Campus is Closed
	
	

	1:30-3 pm

Sem II B1107
	Work with your team
	Landscape in America PDF
	

	Tuesday 17th
10 am-1 pm

Sem II A1105
	Presentations on Art by Students (L Group)
	
	

	2-4 pm, Sem II

D2107
	Your team comes to meet with Lara at assigned time
	
	

	Wednesday 18
10 am- 12 pm LIB 2708
	Work with your team

DAY OF PRESENCE
	Landscape in America PDF
	Submit Reading Response Paper to Moodle by 10am Wednesday Respond to TWO other students’ seminar postings by Friday at 5pm.


	WEEK 8

Feb 23-Mar 1
	In-class

Activities 
	Readings 
	Assignments

	Monday 23rd

9:30 am-12 pm

Sem II A1107
	View Podcasts and Provide Extensive Feedback for next edit
	
	

	1:30-3 pm

Sem II B1107
	View Podcasts and Provide Extensive Feedback for next edit
	
	

	Tuesday 24th

10 am-1 pm

Sem II A1105
	View Podcasts and Provide Extensive Feedback for next edit
	Wisdom Sits in Places
	Submit Reading Response Paper to Moodle by 10am Tuesday

	2-4 pm, Sem II

D2107 (L)

D2109 (Z)
	Seminar
	
	Bring printout of Reading Response Paper to Seminar

	Wednesday 25

LIB 2708
	View Podcasts and Provide Extensive Feedback for next edit
	
	


	WEEK 9

Mar 2 - 8
	In-class

Activities 
	Readings 
	Assignments

	Monday 2nd
9:30 am-12 pm

Sem II A1107
	Guest Lecture TBA
	
	

	1:30-3 pm

Sem II B1107
	 
	
	

	Tuesday 3rd
10 am-1 pm

Sem II A1105
	Guest Lecture TBA
	
	

	2-4 pm, Sem II


	Group Work Session?
	
	

	Wednesday 4
10 am- 12 pm LIB 2708
	Possible Help Session in Computer Lab
	
	


	WEEK 10

Mar 9-15
Presentations
	In-class

Activities 
	Readings 
	Assignments

	Monday 9th
9:30 am-12 pm

Sem II A1107
	Student presentations
	
	

	1:30-3 pm

Sem II B1107
	Student presentations
	
	

	Tuesday 10th
10 am-1 pm

Sem II A1105
	Student presentations
	
	

	2-4 pm, 

ROOM TBA
	Student presentations
	
	

	Wednesday 11
10 am- 1 pm LIB 2708
	Potluck
	
	PORTFOLIOS DUE BY 4:00 pm


WEEK 11: EVALUATIONS

Evaluation conferences will be tentatively on Monday, March 16 and Tuesday, March 17.

You should bring your self-evaluation for review and the evaluation of faculty member. It will be your choice whether or not to submit your self-evaluation to the registrar to be included in your transcripts. Feel free to drop off a copy of your evaluation of faculty member with the program secretary (SEM II A2117), if you are uncomfortable submitting it directly to the faculty member. Talk with the faculty member about scheduling evaluation conferences before making any plans to leave for the holidays. 













CNP January 5, 2009
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