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Welcome!
Students Educating Students About the Middle East (SESAME) proudly 

presents the 5th Annual Middle East Film Festival: Origins. Exile. Refuge. 
Since 2003, SESAME has produced the Middle East Film Festival and would 
like to welcome you to a �lm festival that aims to educate and motivate the 
Evergreen and greater Olympia community. 

Targeting of people of Middle Eastern descent did not begin on Septem-
ber 11th of 2001. 

The assaults on Iraq, Afghanistan, Palestine and Lebanon would not be 
possible without a gradual dehumanization of the Middle Eastern and Mus-
lim peoples. Just recently a 20 year-long case charging seven Palestinians 
and one Kenyan living in LA (the LA 8) was dismissed and the crosshairs 
changed target. Featured for discussion is the �lm Voices in Exile with �lm-
maker Joan Mandell and Michel Shehadeh defendant in the LA 8 case. Also 
featured is the northwest premiere �lm USA vs Al-Arian, focusing on the 
recent trial of Palestinian Professor and activist Sami Al-Arian, held in 
Federal prison since 2005. What these men have in common is their in-
nocence and ethnicity.

This year also marks the emergence of one of the largest refugee crisis in 
the history of the Middle East due to the ongoing US occupation of Iraq. 
With at least 2.2 million internally displace and 2 million displaced in ref-
ugee camps in Jordan and Syria the region is at a breaking point. Omer 
Salih Mahdi, �lmmaker of Baghdad: A Doctor’s Story will be speaking 
about the Iraq refugee crisis. A former doctor in Iraq, his family is living in 
exile in Syria. The �lm follows the work of ER doctors as they treat patients 
in a Baghdad civilian hospital without anesthesia, proper equipment or 
medicine.

The 60th Anniversary of the Nakba, �Catastrophe� 700,00 refugees creat-
ing the largest refugee crisis in 1948. The Palestinians refugees number in 
the millions now. A variety of �lms about Palestine are featured in the fes-
tival with Israeli, Jewish and Palestinian �lmmakers including Women in 
Struggle, Paradise Now, Zero Degrees of Separation, and Bil’in Habibti. 
Guest speakers include Jewish Voice for Peace, Free Gaza Project and Ever-
green faculty.

SESAME would like to thank the people of Canada who support and host 
scores of US soldiers who seek asylum and refugee status in order to re-
sist redeployment. Chanan Suarezdiaz of Iraq Veterans Against the War 
will speak after the �lm Breaking Ranks about the lives of these soldiers 
in Exile.

Please take a moment to �nd out more about the Iraqi Student Solidarity 
Project and sign the petitions supporting the goal of bringing three Iraqi 
students living in refugee camps to complete their studies at Evergreen. 

Enjoy the �lm festival � the only one of its kind in the South Sound.

Sincerely,
Students Educating Students About the Middle East

UPCOMING EVENTS

“So you want to go Palestine?”
An ongoing participatory workshops for Palestine solidarity activists interested in ýnding out more 
about Palestine/Israel or traveling to the region.

Å	Find out about solidarity work and education in the Palestinian Occupied Territories such as 
Birthright Unplugged, International Solidarity Movement, Tel Rumeida Project, Israeli Anar-
chists Against the Wall, and many others.

Å	Learn about peopleôs experiences in the book Live from Palestine and talk with local solidarity 
activists about traveling in the region.

Å	Share knowledge about the history of the Israel/Palestine conþict with one another and be 
informed about what to expect when dealing with this issue.

Email sesame@evergreen.edu or call (360) 867-6724 to sign up.

Women of Color Coalition presents: International Women’s Week

Broken Promises, Broken Dreams with Alice Rothchild
Tuesday, March 4th
Author of ñBroken Promises, Broken Dreamsò Stories of Jewish and
Palestinian Trauma and Resilience and Family Physician, Rothchild speaks about her experiences 
working in Palestine/Israel and the interconnectedness of Israelis and Palestinians.

Jo Kadi
Date TBA for International Womenôs Week
A writing workshop and readings with the author of Food for Our Grandmothers: Writings by Arab-
American and Arab-Canadian Feminists.  

Rachel Corrie Remembrance
Observed at Evergreen
Friday, March 14th
On March 16th, 2003 Rachel Corrie, Olympian and Evergreen student, was run over by a Caterpillar 
bulldozer while volunteering with the International Solidarity Movement in the town of Rafah, Gaza.

Al-Nakba 60th Anniversary Recognition
May 15th, 2008
In 1948 a country was created and a people were destroyed. This May 15th marks the 60th anniver-
sary of the Nakba (catastrophe) for Palestinians in which an estimated 700,000 people were driven 
from their homes and became refugees. Without the ability to return to their homeland, now the 
current state of Israel, the Palestinian diaspora numbers according to UNRWA is 4.4 millions (1.3 
million dispersed in 58 refugee camps).

Community Sponsors

Evergreen Sponsors

Evergreen Co-Sponsors



Anti-War Workshops 
Saturday, Feb 2, 2008

From support networks to putting our bodies on the line, the knowledge and experi-
ence we bring to the streets greatly inþuences our safety and ability to be effective. 
These training are designed for those who want to gain new tools and ýnd new ways 
of looking at getting involved in anti-war organizing. To register for the workshops, 
contact sesame@evergreen.edu or call (360) 867-6724.

Legal Observer Training
Sem 2 C1107
12-4pm

Baring witness is a major part to affective anti-war actions.  Legal Observers play 
a vital role at protests, actions ad demonstrations that involve interactions with the 
police. The National Lawyers Guild will train you to observe and record incidents 
and the activities of law enforcement in relation to the demonstrators. Be trained to 
ensure that the constitutional rights of protestors are not violated and work towards a 
better society. 

Peggy L Herman, Regional VP of the National Lawyers Guild 
Legrand Jones of The Evergreen Law Group P.S., and Evergreen Alumni

Direct Action Training
Sem 2 E2109
12-4pm

When voices of resistance are not being heard, Direct Action can reach the eyes and 
ears of the public and is a viable avenue for change. This training will offer an oppor-
tunity to explore the fundamentals of Direct Action and how to use these strategies in 
the anti-war movement. New strategies and skills will be gained for seasoned orga-
nizers, ýrst-timers, and support networks in this co-operative workshop.
 
Dan Pearson is Co-Coordinator for Voices for Creative Nonviolence. He worked in 
Yarmouk camp near Damascus Syria with Iraqi and Palestinian refugees and joined 
the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions for a summer rebuilding project in 
Palestine.

Gillo Pontecorvo / 1966 / Algeria / 121 min

One of the most in�uential political �lms in history, Gillo Pontecorvo�s The Battle of Algiers vividly 
recreates a key year in the tumultuous Algerian struggle for independence from the occupying French in 
the 1950s. Shot in the streets of Algiers in documentary style, the �lm is a case study in modern warfare, 
with its terrorist attacks and the brutal techniques used to combat them.

Partly based on the real-life experiences of Algerian resistance leader Saadi Yacef (who served as a 
consultant to the �lm and also starred in the �lm as himself), the Battle of Algiers reportedly became 
study material for the Black Panther Party and the IRA. It was also studied by the FBI and the US Army 
in the 1960s. Moreover, Newsweek warned that the �lm could provide a blueprint for a future �Negro� 
uprising in the US. Now the Pentagon has studied it for its value in counterinsurgency tactics.

Followed by Q&A with 
Mohammed Bentlemsani

Born in 1950, Mohammed 
Bentlemsani�s childhood was 
during the French occupation 
and the Algerian resistance 
movement.  Born in a town 
30 miles south of Algiers in 
Medea Mohammed witnessed 
the murder of his cousin by the 
French occupation forces in 
November of 1961.

Wed., Jan 30, 7 pm, Lecture Hall 1

�How to win a battle against terrorism and lose the war of 
ideas. Children shoot soldiers at point-blank range. Women 
plant bombs in cafes. Soon the entire Arab population 
builds to a mad fervor. Sound familiar? The French have a 
plan. It succeeds tactically, but fails strategically. To under-
stand why, come to a rare showing of this �lm.�

�Invitation to a special screening of The Battle of Algiers 
at the Pentagon, 2003

Ù Nominated for three Academy Awards
Ù Venice Film Festival Grand Prize

Co-sponsored by Mind Screen




