                                The Crescent City – August 2006

With the inauguration of the new Mayor and City Council and the recent agreement with the Louisiana Recovery Authority to funnel federal funds to the Crescent City Redevelopment Corporation, New Orleans is now ready at long last to proceed with reconstruction.

The Mayor, speaking as a member of the Crescent City Redevelopment Corporation, calls upon all citizens to join in the rebuilding effort that will make New Orleans greater, greener and growth oriented. The Mayor pointed out that God is blessing the rebuilding efforts as the hurricane season has been quite active, but none of the storms this season have yet to make landfall – a prediction by the National Weather Service that appears to be coming true.

The initial stages of the reconstruction process will proceed in three steps: The first priority will focus on reconstructing and rehabilitating the Lower 9th Ward. The center piece in making the Lower 9th a green growth center will be the construction of  a state of the art Natatorium surrounded by green spaces that will add beauty, as well as safety to this neighborhood  tragically devastated by Hurricane Katrina. The newly formed consortium, Free Enterprise Futures (Bechtel, Halliburton, Shaw and Flour), will take the lead on this and other projects.

The second priority will be the creation of “Crescent City Condos” (CCC), a project designed to convert all the dilapidated and storm damaged public housing units into vibrant, private residential areas directly connected to the central business district and the French Quarter.  The local organization, New Growth Business Council (NGBC), will take the lead on this project. The third and final project of this first stage will be another innovative combination of green growth and crescent city gumbo. In a tribute to the African American middle class so vital to this city, the Jelly Roll Morton Music Center (MMC) will be built in the previously residential New Orleans East area that was so tragically damaged by Hurricane Katrina, but has so much potential as a urban forest and cultural center with Lake Ponchatrain as a backdrop. The Mayor noted that an innovative guest worker program will employ many Honduran laborers on this project.

There are, of course, some difficulties ahead, the Mayor admitted. Former public housing residents have been illegally living in their rental units, a Community Defense League has formed in the Lower Ninth and outraged home owners in New Orleans East have condemned state officials for refusing to give federal rebuilding dollars to those homeowners without flood insurance. Nevertheless, the Mayor has appointed Virginia Boulet, New Orleans lawyer and former candidate for Mayor, as head of the Housing Relocation and Assistance Office.  This office is responsible for assisting those who previously lived in areas now designated ecological zones in keeping with best environmental practices and reducing the footprint of New Orleans.

Congressional elections are heating up as the summer ends and primaries begin in mid-September.  All three major political parties, the Democrats, Republicans and the Greens are holding last minute caucuses to map out campaign strategies for the party candidates.

                                         Strategy Game Rules

In E4115

1.  Ten Minutes. Sit in one of the eight designated groups, read and discuss the scenario, come up with your perspective and a name and a personal role for each member of your group. There needs to be about six people in each group.

The groups are: Crescent City Development Corporation, Louisiana Recovery Authority, Community Organizations, Labor, Homeland Security Department and FEMA, Political Parties, Free Enterprise Futures, New Growth Business Council, Security Services. 

2.  Twenty Minutes. Each group comes to the front of the room, state their perspective and each person announces who they are.

3. A “Recent Development” is announced by Dan and Tony.  Each group has ten minutes to discuss and make “a move.”  A move is a realistic action taken by each groups or members of each group that is described on a move form and handed into Dan and Tony before the ten minutes have elapsed.

4.  When the ten minutes is up, Dan and Tony announce the moves they have received in the order they were submitted.

5.  Depending on the flow of the game, Dan and Tony might announce additional “recent developments” or simply let the 2nd and 3rd moves generate the game action.

In C1107

6.  At the end of the game, each group will fill out a two part evaluation. First, “Given the game’s outcome, next time we would: ….”  The second part is:  “We want to ask these questions of the following groups.”

7.  After each group has completed this written evaluation, we’ll have an open discussion among all groups.

