Dear friends,

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for attending the recent symposium, Reconstructing New Orleans, at The Evergreen State College. The students and faculty, Dan Leahy and Tony Zaragoza, of this Spring Program appreciated your presence, attention, and the thoughtful responses and questions presented throughout the day long event within the workshops.   

Each researcher unearthed a great quantity of information, not all of which we were able to share during the symposium.   Thus, we wanted to be in touch with you in the event you would like to continue learning more about the process of rebuilding, or not rebuilding, the City of New Orleans, and how that might, or might not, take shape.   What does the future hold for this City of Light?
As a follow-up for you, here is the Reconstructing New Orleans course website which we hope you will investigate:  http://academic.evergreen.edu/curricular/nola/NOLA-Sharing.htm   Here you will find a great deal of information which is resourceful, educational and beneficial.  We hope you will investigate further.   

Some of the students will be continuing their research and involvement with the region.   Several are going down to New Orleans to volunteer and/or provide service, some will apply this program learning to further education, some will share their findings from the program as a whole with family and friends residing in the destructed area, some fundraising events/activities are being thought about and discussed in earnest, and more.
It is important for all of us, no matter where we reside, to maintain a healthy interest in New Orleans and its people.   The multiple layers of destruction which hit this city are a continuing national disgrace that is affecting the entire nation.  We hope you will continue to learn, along with us, about the status and condition of the people and development – whatever that may look like – of New Orleans and the greater southern region that was impacted by the most destructive natural and man-made disaster in American history.  
With best regards,

The students and faculty of

Reconstructing New Orleans: Class, Race and the Ownership Society, Spring 2006

