Language Arts Lesson: 

Character Poems


Grades 4-7

Materials:

· The Test, a folktale from South Africa

· Paper

· Pencils

· Folktale Elements Worksheet
· Folktale Characters Worksheet
· Character Poems Self-assessment
Project Description:

Students will read an Ndebele folktale, write a character analysis, and then write a poem about the character.

Objectives:

Students will be able to analyze a character in a story, including feelings, personality traits, motivations, strengths, and weaknesses.

Students will express their character analyses through a poem.

EALRs:

2.1 (Reading) Comprehend important ideas and details.

3.3 (Reading) Read for literary experience.

2.3 (Writing) Write in a variety of forms.

Procedure:

One hour
Introduce the concept that a folktale is a story about the traditional beliefs of a community that is passed down from generation to generation. In folktales, some characters are animals that can walk and talk; others are human, some with god-like or animalistic qualities. 

Many folktales teach a lesson to the reader by the way a problem is solved throughout the course of a story. 

Give each student a copy of the story. Have students pair up and read the stories together. When they have finished reading, they can complete the Folktale Elements worksheet. Discuss the groups’ responses to the sheets with the class.

Tell the students they will be choosing a character to write an analysis about. Have them scan the story again, paying close attention to the different attitudes, strengths, weaknesses, feelings, etc. of their chosen character. 

They may want to take notes or underline important details about their character as they go. 

Next, hand out the Folktale Character worksheet, and instruct students to answer the questions for their chosen character.

Using the character traits and vocabulary from the worksheet, write a poem about your character based on the following format:

1 noun, character

2 nouns, things

3 adjectives

4 verbs

3 adjectives

2 nouns, places

1 noun, character

__________

__________, __________

__________, __________, __________

__________, __________, __________, __________

__________, __________, __________

__________, __________

__________

Share the poems with the class and see if they can guess which character the poem is about before reading the character’s name.
Assessment: 

Students will complete a Character Poems Self-assessment worksheet.
Extension:

(Art) My Symbol, a lesson in this unit.

(Language Arts) Write a letter from the point of view of your character to another character in the story.

