Social Studies Lesson: Apartheid


Grades 8-12

Materials:

· Masking tape

· A large bag of M & M( candies

· Laws of South Africa reading
· Families and Apartheid reading
· Apartheid Self Assessment
· A Brief History of Apartheid reading
· Apartheid Photo File
Project Description:

Students will experience firsthand the Apartheid system of South Africa through a role-playing activity and then hold a mock trial based on an actual scenario.

Objectives:

Students will understand the Apartheid system of government and its history.

Students will understand the differences between democracy and apartheid.

EALRs:

2.1 (Social Studies) Understand and use interpersonal and group process skills required by citizens in a democratic society.

3.1 (Communication) Understand and apply critical thinking and problem solving skills to make informed and reasoned decisions.

Procedure:

Three 50-minute class periods

Part 1

Before class begins, divide your classroom with masking tape, making the larger side approximately 85% of the total room size. When your students arrive, send 15%, (three students in a class of 25 students), to the larger part of the room. You may decide to choose the smaller group of students by visibly different characteristics, such as eye color, hair length or color, glasses wearers, height, or wearing a certain color or style of clothes. 

Explain to the entire class the roles and relationships of the groups. Give each member of the smaller group a large cup of M & M( candies. They are the privileged minority that makes the laws for the entire class, and the rest of the class must abide by these laws. The candy is for their consumption and may also be used to hire the rest of the class to do work for them. Being hired to do a job is the only reason for which the underprivileged are allowed to step out of their confined space.  After their

work is complete, they must return to their space. The privileged smaller group is free to roam the classroom as they choose. They have the power to send anyone from the larger group to jail if they break any laws or are disrespectful to them in anyway. The smaller group can devise any jobs that need to be done and can set any rate of pay. Suggest jobs around the classroom such as cleaning windows, sweeping the floor, washing desks, organizing and doing student work, etc. 

The rest of the students are to be confined to the 15% side of the room and are only allowed to have the furniture and materials that the smaller group doesn’t want. They must work for their M & Ms(, and are not given any at the outset of the activity. They must earn at least two in order to survive. They also must abide by the laws of the smaller group or they will be sent to jail and unable to earn their wages. They have no legal recourse to protest if they feel they are being unfairly punished.

Begin the role-play and continue until the students have fully experienced the system in place. Begin a discussion by asking, 
· How did this system make you feel? 
· Was it fair? 
· Who was happy with the situation? Who was not happy? 
· How would you try to change the situation to make it fairer for everyone?   

Reorganize the classroom so that it is back to normal. Distribute and read with your students the Brief History of Apartheid reading.  

Part 2

Discuss the scenarios in the Families and Apartheid reading, which were taken from South African newspapers and reports from human rights organizations. Ask, 
· What would you do if your freedom was taken from you?
· What if you were arrested for protesting? Would you still fight?  
· What if you were a part of the privileged minority and disagreed with the laws? Would you voice your beliefs? What would the consequences likely be? Would it be worth it? Why or why not?  

Choose one of these scenarios for a mock trial. Give each student a copy of the Laws of South Africa reading, and discuss the laws that existed during Apartheid in order to prepare for the trial. Assign roles to students: defendant(s), plaintiff, defense’s lawyer, plaintiff’s lawyer, witnesses, etc. (For complete stages of a trial go to http://www.bradley.edu/campusorg/trial/basic_info/stages/).

Give students time to prepare and rehearse their cases. Hold the mock trial based on the scenario you have chosen, overseeing the proceedings so that they follow the rules of law and flow smoothly.

Discuss the outcomes and issues raised during the mock trial.

Assessment: 

Students will complete a Self-assessment worksheet.

Extension:

(Social Studies) Study the life of Nelson Mandela, particularly his trial speech.

(Social Studies) View and discuss the documentary film Long Night’s Journey Into Day by Frances Reid and Deborah Hoffmann. Research the after effects of the Apartheid system of government as the people of South Africa sort through their feelings and try to heal the country. 

