Art Lesson: Doll Making


Grades K-3

Materials:

· Ndebele doll photographs 

· Tiger and the Big Wind: A Tale from Africa
· Pictures of animals from Tiger and the Big Wind
· Cardboard tubes (one per student)

· One 8" x 8" piece of cloth (thin felt works well) per student for the doll’s head

· Pillow stuffing, crumpled newspaper, or cotton batting

· Rubber bands

· Masking tape

· A variety of fabric 

· Glue

· Fabric paint or markers

· Cardboard pieces

· Wire

· A variety of materials such as beads, buttons, yarn, shells, etc.
· Doll Making Self-assessment
Project Description:

In this lesson, students will make a doll in the traditional Ndebele style. The dolls will be based on a character in the African folktale Tiger and the Big Wind.

Objectives:

Students will identify main characters and supporting characters in a story.

Students will identify the physical features of the animal characters and translate them to their dolls, using the technique of simplification and exaggeration.

EALRs:

4.3 (Art) Demonstrate an ability to use artistic knowledge in personal and community decision-making.

4.4 (Art) Recognize the influence of the arts in shaping and reflecting cultures and history.

3.3 (Social Studies) Examine cultural characteristics, transmission, diffusion, and interaction.















Procedure:

One and a half hours
Introduce the concept that a folktale is a story about the traditional beliefs of a community that is passed down from generation to generation. Tiger and the Big Wind is a folktale from Africa. In folktales, the characters are often animals that can walk and talk. 

Before you read the story aloud to the class, instruct your students to pay close attention to what kinds of animals the different characters are. They will be asked to recall them at the end. 

After reading the story, make a two-column chart on the board, one column headed with Main Characters and the other column with Supporting Characters. Introduce the chart by explaining that the main characters are the most important characters in a story, and they drive the action of the story. The supporting characters are those that have a smaller role and support the action of the story. 

Ask the students to name each of the characters in Tiger and the Big Wind, and say whether they are main characters or supporting characters. Record their answers on the chart paper. You will have thirteen characters in all.

Divide the class into thirteen groups, one for each character. Either have student groups choose a character or assign a character to each group. Tell the class that they are going to make a doll of this character. 

Begin the discussion of Ndebele dolls by showing your class photographs of the Ndebele dolls. Explain that each of these dolls is a different woman character from Ndebele life, and the different types of traditional dress tell us who they are. 

Look at the mother, bride, rasta, and Zulu dolls, and discuss how the artists help us know what character they are making through the doll’s clothing, hair, headwear, and accessories. Explain and emphasize simplification (to make less complex; without embellishment or unnecessary detail) and exaggeration (to increase or enlarge to an abnormal degree; to distort through overstatement) while looking at the photographs.

Discussion questions may include:

Did the artists include every feature on the face? Which features of the face did the artists include? Which did they leave off? 

Can you see clear details in the hands? 

Which features did the artists emphasize? What do they want you to notice? How did they make you notice this?

Next, look at and discuss the materials that Ndebele dolls are made from: fabric, fabric scraps, beads, wire, yarn, and wood. Write the materials on the board. 

Ask your students to think about and list the features of the animal they are making. For example, what makes a tiger a tiger? A tiger has stripes, pointed ears, and whiskers. Their lists should include features that they need to include in their doll so people can tell what kind of animal it is. Print the pictures of the animals from Tiger and the Big Wind and give the corresponding picture to each group so they can brainstorm and sketch a design for their doll.

Note: to proceed in making the dolls, you can demonstrate each of the steps to the class before they do it on their own.

To make the head of the doll, take the 8" x 8" piece of fabric and place a ball of pillow stuffing, crumpled newspaper, or fabric scraps in the middle, then bundle it and tie with a piece of wire or string. Take the tail ends of the fabric and stretch them over the top of the tube. Secure with masking tape. 

Next, cover the tube by cutting a piece of fabric the length and width of your tube and gluing it on. Trim any excess fabric.

After the students have completed these basic steps, they will work in their groups to add the animal features. Remind the students to look at their lists of the most outstanding features of these animals. The students can use wire, yarn, cut paper, cardboard, beads, markers, etc. to create these features. 

When the dolls are completed, have each group present their dolls to the class. The class should then guess which animal from the story the doll represents. Ask: What features have the artists included? Which are exaggerated? Which are simplified?
Assessment: 

Students will complete the Doll-Making Self-assessment worksheet.
Extension:

Math: Have your students make their dolls symmetrical to reinforce the symmetry lesson on this web site.

Language Arts: Write and produce a puppet theater play with the dolls.

Science: Research the habitat and behavior of the animals.

Geography: Research the geographical area that the animals are from.

