Language Arts Lesson: 




Printing and Publishing


Grades K-3

Materials:

· Tiger and the Big Wind: A Tale from Africa
For printmaking

· A Brief History of Printmaking, http://www.worldprintmakers.com/english/pmhist.htm
· One 4”x5” piece of paper per group

· One 4”x5” scratch foam or foam deli tray per group

· Ballpoint pen or sharp pencil

· Brayer or roller

· Block print ink or tempera paint

· Piece of Plexiglas 

· Spoon

· Two pieces of 5”x6” printing paper per student

For book binding

· Two pieces of 6”x8”cardboard 

· Two sheets of 7”x9”colored paper 

· Two sheets of 8”x10” white paper

· Glue

· Three notebook rings
· Printing and Publishing self-assessment worksheet
Project Description:

Students will listen to a folktale and retell the main events. Students will then illustrate the folktale using a relief printmaking method. The illustrations will be mounted into an accordion book to tell the story from beginning to end.
Objectives:

Students will learn about the traditional elements of folktales.

Students will retell the main events of a folktale.

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the main events of a story through illustration.

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relief printmaking process.

EALRs:

1.1 (Communication) Focus attention.

1.2 (Communication) Listen and observe to gain and interpret information.

2.1 (Reading) Comprehend important ideas and details.

Procedure:

1.5 hours
Introduce the concept that a folktale is a story about the traditional beliefs of a community that is passed down from generation to generation. Tiger and the Big Wind is a folktale from Africa. In folktales, the characters are often animals that can walk and talk. 

Before you read the story aloud to the class, instruct your students to pay close attention to the main events in the story. They will be asked to recall them at the end. 

Read the folktale aloud to the class. Then ask the students to retell the events of the story in sequence, each student contributing one sentence as you go around 

the room. Record the group retelling of the story on the board or chart paper. Divide the class into pairs or groups that correspond with each of the sentences generated as the students retold the story. Then instruct each group to draw an illustration on the 4" x 5" piece of paper for their part of the story. One group may also design a cover for the book.

Next, distribute a piece of scratch foam or foam tray to each student group. To make their printing plate, the students will trace their drawings onto the foam tray and then go over the lines on the tray with a sharp pencil or ballpoint pen. 

Before printing, give a printmaking demonstration. 

Guide students through the inking process. Place printing ink on the plexiglass and roll the brayer to spread the ink in a thin, even layer on the surface of the brayer. If you use too much ink, it will fill in the design and the image will not print well. 

Roll the inked brayer over the foam printing plate. Once the plate is thoroughly inked, place the 5" x 6" paper over the inked surface, leaving room at the bottom to write the caption for the illustration. Rub the paper with the back of a spoon or the heel of your hand. Pull the printed paper from the plate. Each student should make two prints—one for themselves and one for the class book. 

When the prints are dry, the teacher or a student writes the captions for their illustrations below the illustrations. 
To make the book cover, brush glue on a piece of cardboard and place it in the center of a piece of 10" x 12" paper. Cut a diamond in each corner of the paper, down to each corner of the cardboard. Put glue on the paper ends and fold over. Repeat this step with the other piece of cardboard. Cut your end paper (8" x 10") large enough to cover the cardboard that shows, and glue it down. 

To bind the book, punch three holes in the left side of the front cover (you may need to start with an awl if your cardboard is too thick for a hole punch). Line up your pages with the front cover and mark the holes with a pencil. Do the same with the back cover. Punch your holes, line them up, and place a notebook ring into each hole and lock. Add the book to your classroom library.
Assessment: 

Students will complete Self Assessment II worksheet.
Extension:

Writing: See Retell the “Tail” of the Tale Language Arts lesson on this site.

Art: See the Doll Making Art lesson on this site.

