Social Studies Lesson: 

What Makes My Community Special 


Grades K-3

Materials:

· Interpretive Wall text and images
· Paper 

· Pencils

· Markers or paint

· What Makes My Community Special Self-assessment
Project Description:

In this lesson, students will analyze their classroom community and create a symbol, which reflects upon this analysis.

Objectives:

Students will learn the definition of the word community.

Students will become aware of the different communities to which they belong.

Students will learn to translate symbols into meaning.

Students will learn to translate words into symbols. 

Students will learn to create a symbol by combining simple shapes to make a form.

EALRs:

4.1 (Art) Use art skills and knowledge in other subject areas.

3.3 (Social Studies) Examine cultural characteristics, transmission, diffusion, and interaction.
Procedure:

50 minutes
This lesson can be done at the Ndebele Wallpainting with your class or you may download information and images from the Interpretive Wall. 

The Ndebele Wallpainting mural is full of symbols that reflect the Hilltop community. Each symbol stands for a place or group of people in the community. Good symbols to discuss with this age group would be the Star and Crescent, the Central School Bell, the Shamrock, and the Lotus symbols. Ask the students to guess what the symbol is, who or what it might stand for, and why they think this community or group chose this symbol to represent them. Then give the class some background from the information on the website. 

Point out to your students that each of the symbols is 

made by combining simple shapes: a shamrock is three circles and a rectangle, a star is two triangles, etc. Discuss the different types of communities (neighborhood, family, school, and city) each person in your class belongs to. Ask: What communities do you belong to? Can you think of a symbol that would stand for your community?

Introduce the project to the class by asking: 

What are some symbols that we could design for our classroom community? 

What do we want people to know about our classroom? 

What are some of the things we like to do? 

What kind of people do we try to be (helpful, sharing, kind, etc.)? 

What do you think you will always remember about this class? 

Make a list of the students’ answers as you discuss their responses to these questions.

Once your list is complete, ask the students to take another look at the class’s answers and read them aloud. Ask your students: What are some objects or shapes that could represent these ideas and things? Draw some of the symbols they say, using simple combinations of shapes, on the board, or write the name of the object to remind the students of their ideas. 

Next, divide the students into groups corresponding to the number of ideas your class generated. Assign each group one symbol idea or group some ideas together. Each group of students will use a combination of simple shapes to design a symbol that best communicates this idea or ideas. Ask the students to draw rough drafts of their ideas. After the final drawings are complete, students can color in their symbols. Each group will then present their symbol design and discuss their choices for the design and take questions or comments from the class. 

For younger students, the teacher may want to pre-cut shapes or make shape templates to trace and cut. 

Assessment: 

Students will present their symbols and complete a What Makes My Community Special Self Assessment worksheet.
Extension:
Language Arts: Each group can write a description of their symbol, explaining what it means and why the symbol is important to their classroom community. Hang the symbols along with the text in the hallway to share with others.

Language Arts: The lesson Retell the Tail of a Tale on this web site can be used to discuss community and problem solving.

Mathematics: To use this project in conjunction with the symmetry lesson, ask the students to discuss whether their symbols are symmetrical, and why.

Field Trip: Visit the different sites on a walking tour of the Hilltop neighborhood, where the symbols on the Ndebele Wallpainting originated. You will find a map of the locations on this website.

Art: Construct mosaics, clay models, or other representations of the students’ symbols.

