Aurelia aurita

Moon Jelly
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· Size:
20.3cm

· Range:
Coastal areas worldwide.

· Habitat:
Aurelia aurita is found in estuaries and bays.

· Life History:  Adult moon jellies exhibit the free swimming, sexual, medusae stage with a bell fringed by short tentacles.  Four oral arms used for feeding and reproduction are located on the underside of the bell surrounding a mouth.  During this stage eggs are taken up by the female and are fertilized and brooded in the body.  After some development planula larvae are shaken free, settle, and attach to substrate forming polyps.  Strobilation occurs asexually producing ephyra which develop into adult medusae.

· Misidentification:  Aurelia aurita can be identified by four symmetrically placed horseshoe shaped gonads located in the bell.

· Predators:  Yellowtail snapper, Leatherback turtle, Cyanea capillata, Phacellophora camtschatica.

· Links: http://eagle2.online.discovery.com/area/nature/jellyfish/reproduction.html, http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/cnidaria/cnidaria.html,  http://discovery.com/area/nature/jellyfish/slides/slide.repro2.html,  http://www.int-res.com/abstracts/meps/v124/p63-72.html
· Suggested Reading:  Wrobel, D. and Mills, C.  1998.  Pacific Coast Pelagic Invertebrates: A Guide to the Common Gelatinous Animals.  Monterey Bay Aquarium, Monterey, CA. p 55.
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