Belief Perseverance and its Implications for Teaching


GLOBAL GOALS: 
(
Consider how strongly we may hold to our beliefs.

· Consider one way in which bias can influence our evaluation of information

· Consider what the implications of that bias might be when considering our work in the classroom as teachers.

LOCAL GOALS:
(
Make sense of the journal article on belief perseverance.

· Consider how these biases might come into play when deciding about the state of schools.

PART ONE:  Make Sense of the Study 
(30 minutes)

Together with one other person, address the following questions:

· What was the goal of the study?

· What do the researchers already know about what people will do to maintain their initial beliefs when faced with information that (i) confirms, and (ii) challenges their beliefs.

· What were the specific hypotheses the researchers were examining?

· What did the researchers have the subjects do.  Make sure you clarify why these activities would help the researcher address their hypotheses.

· Explain your understanding of table 2 and figure 1.  How do they challenge or confirm the researchers' hypotheses?

· Lord, Ross and Lepper conclude their study with the following statement:

If our study demonstrates anything, it surely demonstrates that social scientists cannot expect rationality, enlightenment, and consensus about policy to emerge from their attempts to furnish "objective" data about burning social issues.  (p.2108)


What do they mean? 

· What alternative explanation may there be for the findings?  That is, could it be that something else is going on besides a person trying to protect their beliefs?

PART TWO:  Reflect on the Possibility of your own Bias 
(40 minutes)

· Individually read through your personal responses to the question of whether or not "Public Schools are Failing our Children." 

· Reflect and write about whether or not belief perseverance impacted your evaluation of the data.

· Explain why you think it may or may not have had that impact. (10 minutes)

Get together with your partner from part one and join another pair of students (i.e. get into groups of 4).

· Share your responses by reading your writing to each other. (20 minutes)

· Report out a synthesis of your findings.  (10 minutes)

BREAK
Return promptly in 10 minutes
(10 minutes)

PART THREE:  What are the potential implications of this bias for us as teachers
(40 minutes)

Sonja does a brief presentation on the Pygmalian effect and Teacher expectations

In your groups of four address the following questions: 

· Are there times when we may be more or less likely to protect our beliefs?

· If we cannot assume that we are always objectively processing information about our students, what then are some strategies for checking our biases (15mins)

· Report out (10 mins)

PART FOUR:  What did you learn?



What is puzzling? 


What do wonder about?   
(5 minutes writing on 3 x 5 card )

Address these three questions on the attached 3 x 5 card.    Please hand this card in at the end of the class.  These cards will be a way for me to:

(i) assess how the workshop went (i.e. what you learned); 

(ii) identify areas of confusion that we might address in future workshops; and  

(iii) identify areas of interest I could tie into future workshops.
Thank you!

