TRASH

Spring Quarter Preview

Faculty:
Sharon Anthony (anthonys@evergreen.edu) -- 867-6654 

Sonja Wiedenhaupt (wiedenhs@evergreen.edu) -- 867-6435

Global Warming?  Is it real? What is fueling the debate? -- (12 Credits)

This quarter we are expanding our investigation of trash to examining in depth one of the hotly debated, global-level consequences of resource depletion and waste production: global warming.  

We will delve into environmental chemistry, psychology and a little public policy to address three fundamental questions: 

· What is Global Warming?

· What should we do about it?

· What’s the resistance to pursuing the climate treaties?

· How do we make sense of and influenced by the information about global warming?

Primer on Global Warming

To begin our investigation, we will explore theories addressing the following questions:

· What do we need to know about global warming?

· What is a green house gas?

· What determines whether a gas is a green house gas?

· How much are green house gas concentrations changing?

· Why are they changing?

· What are our personal contributions to greenhouse gas emissions?

· Are human activities responsible for changes in green house concentrations?

Primer on the Psychology of Influence and of Judgment & Decision Making

We will also examine the debate itself from a psychological perspective, looking specifically at how bias, tools of persuasion and logical errors in judgment and decision making influence us both as investigators and as consumers of research.

As part of this work, we will look closely at the types of images and information about global warming that are presented in the public domain, such as advertisements, newspaper or magazine articles. We will apply what we are learning and reading about the tools of persuasion and errors in thinking to come up with some theories about the psychological factors that make global warming such a contested issue.

Learning Goals:

We articulated several learning goals for the year in the Trash program.  This spring you will continue to develop your skills in: 

· Working collaboratively

· Communicating clearly through writing and speaking

· Critical and integrative thinking as demonstrated through written work and discussions.

Readings: 

Excerpts from  Lomborg, B. (2001)  The Skeptical Environmentalist, Cambridge University Press, ISBN # 0-521-01068-3.

[* You don't need to purchase the whole book.  We have ordered a reprint of the chapter on Global Warming which will be on sale at the book store.]

Plous, S. (1993) The Psychology of Judgment and Decision Making, McGraw Hill, ISBN # 0-07-050477-6.
Cialdini, R.B. (2001) Influence: Science and Practice, Allyn & Bacon; ISBN: 0321011473 

Coraghessan Boyle, T. (2001). A Friend of the Earth, Penguin USA (Paper); ISBN: 0141002050
Hawken, P. Lovins, A. & Lovins, L.H. (1999) Natural Capitalism, Back Bay Books; ISBN: 0316353000 

Steingraber, S. (1998). Living Downstream, Vintage books, ISBN# 0-375-70099-4

Gerber, M.S. (1997) On the Homefront: The Cold War Legacy of the Hanford Nuclear Site,  Bison Books, ISBN# 0-8032-7068-2.
Individual or group project (4 credits):

Up to now the faculty have designed the skeletons of the projects.  Now you have the opportunity to design your own project.  Here are some ideas that we have to help guide you in thinking about possibilities.  Talk to us about your ideas.

Be an agent of change:  work with a community organization on a project (e.g. helping to develop a recycling program for the farmer’s market that works; working within the schools; working with Thurston county solid waste on their MUG program; find a way to influence resource use, such as paper, on the TESC campus).

OR

Investigate a special topic related to trash:   Investigate something about worm bins, biodiesel, the probation system, the welfare system or some other burning question that would rock your world.

OR

Enroll in a 4-credit part time studies class.

Schedule (locations to be announced)

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday

	morning
	10am - 12pm
	9-12:30
	10am - 12pm

	afternoon
	1 -3pm
	* meeting with project advisor
	


Hey!What do you think about a "trash team"  for the bicycle commute contest in the spring?

List of things to do before Week 1 of spring quarter:

· revisit covenant

· get an article on pro-kyoto

· give students assignment about bringing in pro and con articles before end of winter quarter

· find good pro and con articles for class week 1

· reserve t.v. and VCR for Monday week 1

· Syllabus

· Schedule update

· Hanford visit

· Spokane visit

· New web site

· Psych workshop outline

· Chemisty workshop homework outline

· Guest speakers--Ken Tabbutt, Physicians for social responsibility, UW regional global warming guy (or Bob Charlson)

· Reserve vans

· Debate assignment--integrate psych with debate (have them use what they learned about influence somehow--an ad, poster, something to influence the debate)

· Campsite for field trip

· Reserve gear from Mat

