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“We do not believe in ourselves until someone reveals that deep inside us something is valuable, worth listening to, worthy of our trust, sacred to our touch.  Once we believe in ourselves we can risk curiosity, wonder, spontaneous delight or any experience that reveals the human spirit."    

-e. e. cummings

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Mmmm. Mmmm. Yeah! Boy was that good! Need a refill? Ever wonder what went into that 15 minutes of morning satisfaction? "I drink two cups a day. At that rate, I'll down 34 gallons of java this year, made from 18 pounds of beans. Colombian farms have 12 coffee trees growing to support my personal addiction. Farmers will apply 11 pounds of fertilizers and a few ounces of pesticides to the trees this year. And Colombia's rivers will swell with 43 pounds of coffee pulp stripped from my beans . . ." (Stuff: The Secret Life of Everyday Things, Ryan & Durning, 1997). Then there is the labor, the transportation, the water, the electricity, the cup, the sugar, the cream and, of course, all the resources that are involved in producing and caring for each of these items in turn. Is one dollar the right price for all that goes into that cup of coffee (and its refill)? And what, for that matter, are the social and environmental impacts of engaging in this daily ritual?
          In this program we will address these issues through the lenses of business, psychology and environmental science to study both the upsides and the downsides of today's fast-paced, consumer society. We will also ponder how cultural and historical contexts have shaped our habits of consumption.
          Case studies, student research, and community service projects will provide a context for exploring the program's questions. Throughout the program we will develop a set of skills including: library research, information technology, quantitative reasoning, oral and written communication, leadership and group dynamics.


	LEARNING GOALS


By the end of this program, we expect that you will have begun to develop skills for...

· working collaboratively;

· communicating clearly through writing and speaking;

· using a variety of perspectives to reach conclusions;

· critical and integrative thinking as demonstrated through written work, presentations, and discussions;

· utilizing quantitative techniques for reading and conducting research; and

· building intentional community through community service and leadership;

…as well as a good fundamental understanding of:

· the nature of consumption;

· how social, cultural, and historical contexts have shaped our habits of consumption;

· how capitalism and economic structures influence the ways we choose, use, and discard both products and people; 

· the complex psychological factors that influence our behavior around wanting and wasting;

· gender, race, class, culture, and other contextual differences among people; 

· the social and environmental impacts of consumption using the lenses of psychology, business, and environmental science; and

· the leadership skills that can help you create the life you desire.

And, equally important, we’d like to have a lot of fun while learning a lot of stuff!
	PROGRAM STRUCTURE AND ASSIGNMENTS


This program uses the format of many Evergreen programs: a healthy combination of theory and applied experiences.  It requires self-discipline, individual work, and group work. Active involvement both in and out of class is a really important part of the learning process.  Please follow the schedule closely and attend all seminars, workshops, lecturettes, group meetings, and experiential activities.  It will be hard to achieve the program objectives without actively attending and contributing to class.  All work must be submitted on time.  Late submittals communicate that you are not keeping up with your work and may result in a reduction of credit.  In all but the most extenuating of circumstances, work that is submitted past its due date and time will not be read by faculty and your evaluation will state that your work was not submitted in a timely fashion.

· Community Service
You will engage in 30 hours of community service throughout the quarter.  For some of you this may be regular weekly service, for others, it will be just a few times for longer periods of time.  You should fill out the form we give you week one and submit it to your seminar leader by Tuesday, January 11.  It will ask you for the following:  a) the organization you will work for, b) the type of work you will do with them, c) where you will work, d) when you will work your 30 hours, and e) how the work ties to program themes.  During week 9, we will hold a program-wide seminar to explore the your learning experiences.
· Seminar Preparation for all readings
For each text, you will identify the author’s thesis and prepare three written questions which indicate the specific parts of the texts that motivated you to ask them.  

· Writing 
You will be doing at least two kinds of writing this quarter:  a formal research paper and seminar papers.  To prepare for the research paper, you should follow the assignment that will be given out in class.

For seminar paper writing,  we would like to focus intensely on developing critical thinking and argumentation skills.  When assigned, students will complete a one-to-two page (double spaced) seminar paper on the text we have read for seminar.  This paper will be brought to writing workshop on Friday and re-written after that workshop and turned in (with all drafts and peer comments) the following week.  Successful seminar papers are thoughtful and analytical critiques of a central idea in the text.  As your readership expands to include more texts, the successful seminar paper also draws connections between texts (from either quarter of the program).  It may also seek to briefly summarize the work as a whole, but the focus should be on the crucial concept from the reading that you choose to emphasize.  That central concept and a summary of your analysis of it should be stated in a clear thesis statement in the first paragraph of your paper.  Use text quotes, page citations, and information from your independent research to support your claims.  A seminar paper is NOT about how you FEEL.  It is about how you think and reason critically. 

Each seminar group will be divided into writing groups:  Groups IA and B and Groups IIA and B.  Every Friday morning your writing group will meet with your seminar leader or a writing tutor to listen to and critique each other’s writing.  During this time, one half of the group, for example, the As, will bring one copy of their seminar paper for every member of the group (about 13 copies).  Each person will read his or her paper aloud while everyone else listens and critiques it.  The following week, the other half of the group, for example, the Bs, will bring copies of their papers to the group and read them aloud.

Sounds confusing, but once we DO it, it will make sense.

Date


Group to bring copies
1/14



A

1/21



B

1/28



A

2/4



B

2/11



A

2/18



B

2/25



A

3/4



B

Regardless of when you are submitting a seminar paper, you must prepare and submit a seminar prep paper for each text.

· Presenting your Research
Your research paper will have a presentation component: you will work together with a team to identify the audience with whom you would like to communicate some of the findings of your projects.  It could be school children, newspaper readers, senators, business owners, farmers, etc. In deciding on your audience, you will also need to decide on the best medium for that communication.  You might decide that the best way to communicate is through an art installation on red square or through a school assembly, a radio show, an article for The Olympian (the local newspaper), The Cooper Point Journal or for The Green Pages (another local environmental rag).  Perhaps you’d like to write and perform a play.  Whatever you end up doing, you will need to articulately and meaningfully anchor your communication in the research you conducted.  We will give you more details for this assignment at the beginning of the quarter.

· Reflective journal
You need to get yourself a nice journal that you bring with you to class everyday.  You will use this to collect reflective writings that we assign in class, both for in-class writing as well as writing that you will do at home.  For example, after each self-leadership workshop, you will be asked to write a 2-page learning summary which reflects on your own communication and leadership abilities and goals.

· Other work as assigned
· Program Portfolio
You will submit a portfolio of your completed work for winter quarter only. However, if you feel that some of your work from the fall quarter is significant to show as evidence of your learning over the year so far, feel free to include it.  Your portfolio should be compiled in a three-ring binder and have dividers for each section of work as defined below:

· Seminar preparation (prepared questions for each seminar, papers, notes and drafts of papers)

· Research paper and all drafts leading up to the final copy including feedback from peers, tutors, and faculty.

· Journal writing

· Prospectus research log (a minimum of two hours research each week)

· Program notes and pertinent handouts

· Other materials that have been important to your learning.


Feel free to be creative in compiling all of this.  We will discuss this assignment in detail in class.  The portfolio should include all of the above elements. You will then write an organizing essay using artifacts from your portfolio to illustrate each of three parts:

· Part one:  You will then sift through your work to identify artifacts that reflect 2-3 aspects of your most significant learning this quarter.  Describe how these artifacts help to illustrate the scope and significance of your learning.  

· Part two:  You will go back to the goals you set for yourself at the beginning of the quarter and examine/evaluate your progress towards these goals using artifacts from your portfolio to illustrate your discussion.  

· Part three:  You will identify areas where you would like to grow in the coming quarter. That is identify new/refined goals given what you have learned about yourself as a student this quarter, and a plan of action for meeting those goals in the next quarter.  


	WINTER QUARTER TEXTS


1. Paul Hawken, Amory Lovins, L. Hunter Lovins  (2000) Natural Capitalism Little Brown and Company.


2. Callenbach, Ernest (1990) Ecotpia Bantam.


3. Shiva, Vandana (1999) Stolen Harvest  South End Press.

4. Ritzer, George (2004) Enchanting a Disenchanting World: Revolutionizing the Means of Consumption

Pine Forge Press

5. Schlosser, Eric (2002) Fast Food Nation:  The Dark Side of the All American Meal  Perennial
6. Brower, Michael and Leon, Warren (1999)  The Consumer's Guide to Effective Environmental 
Choices: Practical Advice from the Union of Concerned Scientists  Three Rivers Press

7. Miller, Sherod and Miller, Phyllis (1997) Core Communication: Skills and Processes Interpersonal 
Communications Program        (**NOTE: This is probably only available in the 
bookstore.**)

In addition, from fall quarter again – 

8. Schor, Juliet, Holt, Douglas (2000) The Consumer Society Reader  New Press

Waste and Want - 4

